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V/ORCESTERSHIRS  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year  1957 

Ivir.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  statistical  review  for  1957  shows  that  the  health  of  the 
county  continues  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was  15*7 
whilst  the  death  rate  per  1,000  was  10.5*  The  infant  mortality  of 
children  under  one  year  of  age  of  all  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  was 
22.  Deaths  from  measles  and  whooping  cough  of  all  ages  was  NIL  and 
deaths  from  cancer  of  all  ages  790. 

The  maintena:,,ce  of  an  adequately  trained  staff  of  district  nurses 
and  midwives  has  been  extremely  difficult  and  although  the  scheme  for 
the  provision  of  houses  for  district  nurse/midwives  is  making  progress  the 
large  number  of  nurses  now  reaching  retiring  age  living  in  their  own  or 
rented  houses  who  will  continue  to  live  there  on  retirement  makes  the 
housing  of  their  successors  an  acute  and  extremely  difficult  problem. 

J/Iany  district  councils  have  been  most  helpful  in  allowing  the 
nurse  to  rent  one  of  their  District  Council  houses  and  even  when  their  own 
local  housing  needs  have  been  most  pressing  have  allocated  a  house 
temporarily  to  a  nurse  until  the  County  Council  have  been  able  to  build  or 
buy  another  house. 

Increased  home  nursing  has  been  undertaken  in  order  to  delay  or 
avoid  admissions  to  hospital  and  also  to  facilitate  early  discharge  from 
hospital,  and  thus  more  hospital  beds  have  been  made  available  for  the 
treatment  of  acute  and  chronic  cases. 

The  midwives  attended  2,239  home  confinements  and  the  applications 
for  hospital  beds  on  social  grounds  have  been  scrutinised  severely.  The 
proportion  of  cases  delivered  at  home  shows  little  change  from  last  year 
at  33* Whatever  may  be  the  arguments  for  or  against  a  woman  being 
confined  in  hospital  or  at  home  there  is  no  doubt  that  there  are  not  enough 
maternity  hospital  beds  available  for  those  who  would  like  to  go  into 
hospital  and  therefore  hospital  admissions  have  been  limited  to  those  who 
should  be  admitted  for  medical  or  social  reasons. 

The  County  Nursing  Association  under  the  Chairmanship  of 
Mrs.  J.C.  V/ilson,  and  its  many  district  members,  with  their  experience 
extending  over  many  years  continue  to  render  special  help  to  the  domiciliary 
nursing  services  and  to  the  care  of  individual  nurses  in  particular. 

The  home  nursing  and  midwifery  services,  in  association  with  the 
Home  Help  Service,  does  invaluable  work  in  keeping  patients  and  the 
elderly  infirm  at  home,  but  there  is  a  limit  to  the  domiciliary  work  which 
can  be  undertaken  by  a  Local  Health  Authority.  The  amount  of  money  and 
manpower  which  can  be  devoted  to  this  admirable  and  essential  service  is 
not  inexpensive  or  inexhaustable  but  in  my  opinion  this  service  will 
continue  to  expand  even  though  only  deserving  cases  are  helped. 

The  VJ’.V.S.  is  to  be  complimented  on  the  v/ay  in  which  all  the 
voluntary  organisations,  under  the  able  direction  of  Mrs.  Moore  Ede  and 
Miss  Pollard,  continue  to  administer  so  efficiently  this  difficult  and 
complicated  service.  Home  helps  visit  many  homes  for  varying  periods  for 
different  lengths  of  time  and  some  must  also  be  available  to  meet  the 
numerous  emergency  calls  for  assistance. 
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The  iiomense  problem  for  the  care  of  old  people  who  may  soon  reach 
the  proportion  of  1  in  7  of  the  population  is  reported  upon  by  the 
County  Welfare  Officer  and  shov/s  the  variety  of  effort,  the  progress  and 
achievements  which  have  been  accomplished  in  this  sphere  of  social  work. 

The  difficulties  in  providing  for  the  care  of  the  handicapped 
has  not  occurred  only  in  recent  years  but  is  one  of  those  aspects  of 
medical  social  welfare  v/hich  is  nov/  more  fully  appreciated  and  is  no 
longer  disregarded  or  left  entirely  to  chance  or  charity. 

At  long  last  the  awareness  of  the  vast  problem  of  mental  illness, 
its  treatment  and  prevention,  has  been  acknowledged.  Fundamental  changes 
in  the  administration  of  this  service  will  soon  be  in  operation  and  I  hope 
that  this  wf.ll  mean  more  than  a  mere  redistribution  between  the  hospitals 
and  Local  Health  Authorities  of  the  large  nuimber  of  cases  of  persons  who 
are  mentally  ill. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  introductory  letter  it  would  seem  that 
the  demand  for  increased  supplies  of  water  for  industrial  purposes  is  fast 
leading  to  a  position  where  it  would  not  be  mse  to  abstract  more  underground 
water  from  our  "bunter  sandstone"  area  of  North  '/7orcester shire  and  the  only 
other  available  source  of  supply  to  meet  the  need  of  the  ever  gro’-ving  West 
Midland  industrial  area  will  have  to  be  the  River  Severn. 

It  would  seem  to  me  that  the  powers  of  the  Severn  Rivers  Board 
must  be  extended  so  that  they  may  exercise  statutorily  a  necessary  control 
over  abstraction  of  water  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  river  or  some 
alternative  body  like  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board  should  be  established. 

I  should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  all  those  members  of  the  many 
voluntary  organisations  who  take  an  active  and  vital  part  in  the  Health 
and  ./elfare  Services  of  our  County.  Their  assistance  is  immeasurable 
and  this  Annual  Report  is  one  of  the  few  occasions  when  any  appreciation 
can  be  acknowledged  and  gratefully  recorded. 

The  professional,  technical,  and  clerical  staff  of  the  department 
have  given  of  their  best  and  I  am  indebted  and  grateful  to  them. 

As  in  previous  years  the  Chairmen  of  the  various  Sub-Committees, 
and  Alderman  H,  Parkes,  the  Chairman  of  the  main  Health  Committee,  have 
continued  to  advise  and  encourage  me  iii  the  work  of  the  department. 


County  Medical  Officer  and 
Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 


Health  Department , 
County  Buildings, 
Worcester. 

December  1958. 
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HEALTH  COLMITTEE 
(as  at  31st  December  1957) 

Chairman:  llr*  H,  Parke s 

Vice-Chairman:  3.  T,  Melsom 

The  Chairman  of  the  County  Council:  Mr,  R,  R,  Adam 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  County  Council:  Major  M.  P,  S.  Jewell 

The  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee:  Mr.  R.  R.  Adam 

County  Aldermen: 

IVIr.J.  W.  Bright  Col,  11,  R.  Prescott,  M.C, ,  D,L. 

Mrs,  H,  C,  M.  Porter 


County  Councillors: 


Mrs.  R.  G.  Addenbrooke 

Major  D.  Blore 

Dr.  J.  E,  Blundell-V/illiams 

Mr,  E.  J.  Broughton 

I/lr.  D,  G,  Dymott 

¥jc,  H.  Eccles 

Mrs,  J,  P.  Goode 

Mr.  G.  E,  Gregg 

Mrs.  E.  M.  J.  Gunn 

Ivir,  Y/,  Hayes 

Dr.  C.  Hicks 

Mr.  Vf.  P.  Kimberley 

Mrs,  D .L.Lawr ence 

Dr.  C.  A,  Mather 


Mrs.  M.  B.  Matty 
Miss  E.  M.  Newth 
Mr,  J.  G.  Parker 
Mr,  Yl,  Parkes 
Mr,  W.  Perrins 
Mr.  A.  Poole 
Brig,  J,  Scott 
Mr,  G. :  A..  . Southall 
Mr,  H.  J,  Tooby 
Mr.  E,  A.  W.  Treadgold 
Miss  M,  E,  Vernon 
Mrs.  E.  D.  V/alker 
]VIr.  J,  H,  Yfooldridge 


Co-oped  Members: 

Chairmen  of  Kidderminster  and  District  and  Oldbury 

Area  Sub-Committees 


Dr.  R,  S.  MacArthur  ) 

Dr,  Yif,  K,  Earle  ) 

Miss  P,  E,  Bailey 

Mrs.  J.  C,  Yfilson  ) 

Mrs.  P.  I.  Lane  ) 

Miss  H.  M.  Pollard 

Miss  D.  S,  Tomkinson 

Mrs,  E,  R,  Chadwick 


Local  Medical  Committee 


Local  Dental  Committee 
County  Nursing  Association 


Women’s  Voluntary  Services 

Y/orcestershire  Federation  of  YYomen’s 
Institutes 

Md-'Jorces  ter  shire  Hospital 
Management  Committee 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  SUB-COMIITTEE 
Mr.  H,  Parkes  (Chairman) 


Mrs.  R,  G,  Addenbrooke 
Major  D,  Blore 
Mr,  D,  G,  Dymott 
Mr.  H.  Eccles 
Dr.  C,  Hicks 
Mr,  Y/.P.  Kimberley 
Mrs,  D.  L.  Lawrence 
}Jlr,  W,  Parkes 


Mrs.  H.  C.  M.  Porter 
Col.  W*  R.  Prescott 
Mr,  S.  A.  Y/.  Treadgold 
Mr.  H,  J,  Tooby 
Miss  M.  E,  Vernon 
lirs.  E.  D,  ^Jalker 
Mr.  J,  H,  Wooldridge 
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The  Chairman  of  the  County  Council  | 
The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  County  Council  ' 
The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  f 
The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  | 
The  Chairman  of  the  County  Finance  Committee  J 


ex-officio 


Co-onted  Members 


T.  S.  Bennett,  Esq., 

V;.  Scott,  Esq.,  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer,  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries 
Miss  D.  S.  Torakinson 

Dr.  R.  J.  Henderson,  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Worcester 
Royal  Infirmary 

Mrs.  E.  R,  Chadwick. 


MilLK  MINOR  SUB-COMLETTEE 
Mr.  H.  Parkes  (Chairman) 

Mr.  R.  R,  Adam 
Mr,  T,  S,  Bennett 
Major  D,  Blore 


Mr,  D.  G,  Dymott 
Col,  y/,  R,  Prescott 


AMB'JLANCE,  PREVENTION  AND  AFTER-CARE  SUB-COMITTEE 
Mr,  E,  J,  Broughton  (Chairman) 


IfiT,  H,  Eccles 
¥ir,  J,  G,  Parker 
Mr,  W,  Perrins 
Mr,  A,  Poole 
Mrs.  H.  C.  M,  Porter 


Brig,  J,  Scott 
Mr,  G,  A,  Southall 
IVIrs,  E,  D,  ./alker 
Mr,  J,  H,  Wooldridge 


The  Chairman  of  the  County  Council 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  County  Council  \ 

The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  1  ex-officio 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  f 

The  Chairman  of  the  County  Finance  Committee  j 


Co-opted  Members 


Miss  A.  E,  Dingley 

Lt.  Col.  D,  A,  Davison,  O.B.E, , 

Dr,  R,  S.  MacArthur,  or  Dr.  W.  K.  Earle 

The  Chairman  of  the  South  Y/orcestershire  After-Care  Committee 

Mrs.  F.  Pratt 

Mr,  H,  J,  Paramore 

Mrs,  E.  R,  Chadwick 

FINANCE  AND  GENERAL  PURPOSES  SUB-COMIITTEE 
]VIr,  H*  Parkes  (Chairman) 

The  Chairman  of  the  County  Council 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  County  Coimcil 

The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 

The  Chairman  of  the  County  Finance  Committee 
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The  Chairmen  of  the  following  Sub-Committees; - 
Public  Health 

Maternity  and  Child  V/elfare 
Ambulance,  Prevention  and  After-Care 
Mental  Health 
V/elfare 


MATEPl^ITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SUB-COIMITTEE 
Mrs.  H.  C,  M,  Porter  (Chairman) 


I.trs.  R.  G,  Addenbrooke 
Mr.  D.  G.  Dymott 
Mrs.  E.  M.  J,  Gunn 
Dr.  C.  A.  Mather 
Mrs.  M.  B,  Matty 
Miss  E,  M.  Newth 


Mr.  J.  G.  Parker 
Mr.  V/.  Perrins 
Miss  M.  E,  Vernon 
Mr.  J.  H.  Y/ooldridge 


The  Chairman  of  the  County  Council  j 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  County  Council  ( 

The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 

The  Chairman  of  the  County  Finance  Committee  j 


ex-officio 


Co-opted  Members 


Dr.  R.  S.  MacArthur 
Mrs.  F.  I.  Lane 
Miss  F.  E.  Bailey 


Dr.  V/.  K.  Earle 
Mrs.  J,  G.  Wilson 
Miss  H,  M.  Pollard 

Miss  T.  M.  Ashv/in 


IvENTAL  HEALTH  SUB-COMMITTEE 
Mr.  J.  W.  Bright  (Chairman) 


Mr.  H.  Eccles 
Mrs.  J.  P,  Goode 
Mrs.  E.  M.  J.  Gunn 
Dr.  C.  Hicks 
Mrs.  D.  L,  Lawrence 
Mrs»  M.  Bp  Matty 


Mrs.  H.  C.  M,  Porter 
Mr.  G.  A.  Southall 
Mr.  H.  J.  Tooby 
Mr.  E.  A.  Treadgold 
Mr,  J.  H.  Wooldridge 


The  Chairman  of  the  County  Council  \ 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  County  Council  j 

The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  r  ex-officio 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  j 

The  Chairman  of  the  County  Finance  Committee  J 


Co-opted  Members; 


Miss  D.  S.  Tomkinson 
Mrs.  T.  H.  Charles 
The  Rev.  W.  E.  Y/arner 


(  Dr,  R,  S,  MacArthur  or 
(  Dr.  W.  K.  Earle 
Mrs.  P,  Pratt 

Mrs.  A.  E,  K,  Kent 
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■TELP/iRE  SUB-COiv[MITTES 
J/!r.  J.  G.  Parker  (Chairman) 


Mrs.  R,  G.  Addenbrooke 
Major  D.  Blore 
Mr.  E.  J.  Broughton 
Mr.  H.  Eccles 
Mr.  G.  E,  Gregg 
I/Irs.  E.  M.  J.  Gunn 
Mr.  W,  Hayes 


Dr.  C.  A.  Mather 
Ivirs.  M.  B.- Matty 
Miss  E.  M.  Newth 


Mrs.  H.  0.  M.  Porter 
Brig.  J.  Scott 
Miss  M.  E.  Vernon 
Mr.  J.  H.  Wooldridge 


\ 


The  Chairman  of  the  County  Council 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  County  Council 

The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 

The  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 

The  Chairman  of  the  County  Finance  Committee 


Co-opted  Members ; 


Mrs.  J.  A.  Smallwood 
Miss  D.  S.  Tomkinson 


Miss  H.M.  Pollard 
Mrs.  C.  Pagett 
Lt.-Col.  0.  V/.  D.  Smith 


The  Chairman  of  the  Visiting  Goirmittees  to  the  Old  Peoples  Homes. 


ivir.  P.  G.  Peek 
Mr.  J.  H.  7/ooldridge 


Heathlands 

Blakebrook  and  Holmwood. . 
Laburnum  House 
The  Heriotts 

Malvernbury  and  The  Howsells 
Sv/inford  Old  Hall 


Mrs.  R.  E.  Hetherington 
li-Irs.  R.  G.  Addenbrooke 
Mss  A.  I.  L.  Harrison 
Mr.  E.  J.  Broughton 


STAFF  (as  at  31st  December  195?) 

The  follov/ing  are  the  Chief  Administrative  Officers  :- 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer 
J.W.  Pickup,  M.D. ,  Ch.B. ,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer 
T.  McLaren  Galloway,  M.3.  ,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.P.  ,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Administrative  Medical  Officer,  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare 
B.  Mary  Thompson,  M.D. ,  B.S. ,  D.P.H. 

Divisional  Area  Medical  Officers 
Kidderminster 


Oldbury 

H.  Tabbush,  M.B. ,  B.Ch. ,  D.P.H 


Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer 


R.B.  Mayfield,  M.D. ,  D.P.H 
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Chief  Dental  Officer 


B.D,  Britten,  L.D.S. 

County  '•■/'elfare  Officer 
R.  A.  McDonald 

County  Sanitary  Officer 

R.  T.  Owen,  M.R.S.H.  ,  M.Inst.S.P. 

Lay  Administrative  Officer 
G-.P.  Cooper 

County  Ambulance  Officer 
G,  L.  Pitt 

Mental  Health  Administrative  Officer 
li,  Phillips,  L. L.B, 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor 

Miss  A,  Kean,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. ,  H.V.Cert. 

Superintendent  of  District  Nurses 
Vacant, 

Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Davis,  S.  R.  N. ,  S.  C,  M.  , 

Health  Education  Organiser 
Vacant, 

Major  Staff  Changes 

Medical  Officers 


Dr.  A.  M.  Nelson,  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  at  Stourbridge 
resigned  his  appointment  as  from  the  30th  April  1957  and  Dr.  J.  D.  Terrell 
succeeded  him  as  from  the  1st  July  1957- 

Dr,  E.  T.  Shennan,  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  Redditch  and  Bromsgrove  Urban  Districts  and  Brorasgrove 
Rural  District  transferred  as  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  Evesham  Borough  and  Evesham  and  Pershore  Rural  Districts 
as  from  the  1st  April  1957  and  following  this  transfer  the  districts 
previously  served  by  Dr,  Shennan  were  divided  and  Dr.  YiT.  Drawneek  was 
appointed  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  Redditch  Urban  District  as  from  the  1st  July  1957  and  Dr.  C.H.  Phillips 
as  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Bromsgrove  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  as  from  the  1st  September  1957. 
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Superintendent  of  District  Nurses 

Miss  V.  Headway  Russell  retired  on  the  15th  September  1957  and 
reference  to  events  during  her  service  with  the  County  Nursing  Association 
and  the  Council  was  made  in  ray  Annual  Report  lor  195o. 

Health  Education  Organiser 

Miss  J.  K.  Pettit  resigned  her  appointment  on  the  30th  September 

1957. 


STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  •  *  • 

HlALSS 

Population,  Census  1931  • • •  • • •  147)81 6 

"  ”1951  ...  •••  195)431 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  resident  population, 
mid  1957 


438)221 

FEMALES  TOTAL 

160,971  308,787 

205)307  400,738 

423)200 


Rateable  value  1956-57  * • *  • • • 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  1956-57  .. 


Live  Births  -  Legitimate 

-  Illegitimate 


...  £4,513)779 

£18,879 

!AALES  m-IALES  TOTAL 


3)233 

115 


3,1 65 
124 


Live  birth-rate  per  1 ,000  of  estimated  resident  population 

HALES  FEL'IALES 

Still-births  ...  ...  ...  69  67 


Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 
Total  births  -  (live  and  still)  ... 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  2,299 

Death-rate  per  1 ,000  of  estimated  resident  population- 

Deaths  due  to  or  associated  with  Pregnancy  end  Childbirth 
Rate  per  1 ,000  live  births  . .  ...  ... 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ... 


2,132 


6,398 

239 

15.7 

TOTAL 

136 

20.1 

6,773 

4,431 

10.5 

3 

0.45 

0.44 


Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age)  147 

Deaths  of  all  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  ...  22 

”  ”  legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  22 

”  ”  illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  25 


Neonatal  mortality  rate  (first  four  weeks)  per  1 ,000 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  15 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

Deaths  from  V/hooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  NIL 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  (under  1  year  of  age)  4 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  790 
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(a)  The  deaths  refers  to  all  cases  of  pneumonia,  not  only  those  which  are  notifiable 
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Notifications  and  Deaths  from  certain 
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Table  I.  Regis-trar-G-eneral  ’  s  Statistics  for  County  i 947-1 937  and  nnglarid 

and  s’’ales  1957*  vear  estimates 
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The  total  County  population  is  estimated  to  have  risen  by  5,400  this  year. 
The  estimated  mid-year  population  of  children  ■under  a  year  \\ras  ^  50  higher  than  in 
1956  and  those  aged  betweed  1  and  5  years  by  50. 

The  estimated  number  of  persons  aged  70  and  over  is  approximately  the  same 
as  that  of  children  under  5» 

Live  Births  totalled  6,637  (262  iaore  than  last  year)  continuing  the  trend  noted 
in  the  past  tliree  years  in  both  County  and  national  figures,  ■'.■Worcestershire 
still  lags  behind  the  national  rate.  High  rates  this  year  occurred  in  Ee-\(7dley 
and  Droit-wich  boroughs,  Redditch  urban  district  and  Bromsgrove,  Hartley  and 
Pershore  rural  districts.  Upton  rural  district  v/as  outstandingly  low  at  11.7* 
The  normal  sex  ratio  was  preserved  in  the  legitimate  group  but  the  illegitimate 
births  showed,  as  they  did  in  1954,  a  preponderance  of  females.  Illegitimate 
births  numbered  3»^  of  the  total,  compared  -with  the  national  rate  of  4*^« 

Higher  district  rates  in  the  County  hov/ever  occurred  in  Droitv/ich  borough  and 
Droitv/ich,  Hartley  and  Pershore  rural  districts  which  all  exceeded 

Stillbirths  this  year  totalled  I36,  5  less  than  in  1956,  producing  a  further 
fall  in  the  rate,  -which  is  again  well  below  the  national  one.  The  illegitimate 
babies  again  numbered  8  as  last  year  'but  were,  of  course,  a  higher  proportion  of 
the  total.  High  rates  were  recorded  in  Droitwich,  Evesham  and  Oldbury  boroughs 
arid  Redditch  urban  district  and  in  Droitwich  and  Hartley  rural  districts. 
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Total  births  showed  an  increase  of  237  with  an  illegitimacy  rate  of 
3.  Multiple  pregnancies  produced  52  sets  of  twins. 

Infant  Mortality;  The  County  rate  (22)  continues  to  be  lower  than  the 
nat ional  r at e  ( 23 )  but  is  not  quite  as  satisfactory  as  last  year;  that  for 
legitimate  infants  was  equal  to  the  County  rate  of  22,  while  the  illegitimate 
rate  was  only  slightly  higher  at  25  (20  and  28  last  year)  dem.onstrating  a 
reduction  of  the  odds  agailnst  the  illegitimate  baby*  High  district  rates 
ocGui'red  in  Bewdley  and  Kidderminster  boroughs  and  Martley,  Tenbury  and 
Upton  rural  districts. 

Neonatal  deaths;  Of  the  147  infant  deaths  recorded  100  occurred  in  the  first 
month  (6^  compared  with  70.^  last  year).  The  majority  of  these,  84 
(51%  of  total  infant  deaths)  occurred  in  the  first  week  and  3  out  of  the  100 
were  illegitimate.  In  Bewdley  and  Evesham  boroughs  and  Tenbury  rural 
district  all  the  infant  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  month.  Very  low  rates 
were  recorded  in  Stourbridge  borough,  Stourport  urban  district  and  Droitwich 
and  Kidderminster  rural  districts  compared  with  the  County  rate  of  15  and  the 
national  rate  of  I6.5. 

Perinatal  mortality;  The  total  number  of  stillbirths  (136)  and  first  week 
deaths  (84}  per  1,000  total  births  enables  this  rate  to  be  calculated.  The 
Registrar-G-eneral  has  given  this  rate  for  the  County  for  the  first  time  this 
year  and  comparison  with  the  national  rate  of  36*2  is  satisfactory,  with  a 
figure  of  32.49*  The  high  districts,  with  rates  over  40,  were  Droitmch  and 
Redditch  Urban  Districts,  Oldbury,  Bewdley  and  Evesham  Boroughs  and  Martley 
Rural,  while  Evesham  rural  and  Bromsgrove  urban  districts  were  outstandingly 
low  at  about  20. 

Maternal  mortality;  The  Registrar-General  this  year  recorded  3  deaths  of 
County  mothers  compared  with  2  last  year,  producing  an  increase  in  the  rate 
above  the  national  figure.  In  the  detailed  analysis  of  the  cases  in  the 
midwifery  section,  the  facts  concerning  these  and  tliree  other  cases  known  to 
have  been  associated  v/ith  pregnancy  are  given. 

Prevention  of  toxaemia;  Meetings  v/ere  held  in  the  Mid  and  South  Yforcester- 
shire  Hospital  areas,  the  Dudley  and  Stourbridge  and  the  Test  Bronwich  groups. 
Pollov/ing  these  meetings,  discussions  were  held  vvith  County  staff  to  consider 
steps  v/hich  might  be  taken  through  the  liOcal  Health  Authority  Seiw^'ices  in 
cooperation  with  the  other  domiciliary  and  hospital  workers  concerned  with 
the  expectant  mother. 

It  was  generally  felt  that  the  ante-natal  co-operation  card  was  becoming 
more  accepted  and  if  properly  used  would  be  invaluable  in  ensuring  adequate 
ante-natal  supervision. 

The  work  of  the  Health  visitor  in  educating  patients  to  the  pattern  of 
ante-natal  care,  thus  ensuring  intelligent  co-operation,  was  dependent  on 
access  to  these  patients.  Information  about  hospital  bookings  is  available 
to  the  County  office  for  all  units  except  direct  bookings  of  Bromsgrove 
General  Hospital,  and,  in  most  of  the  County,  health  visitors  attempt  to  see 
every  mother  at  least  once  in  the  ante-natal  period  to  advise  her  about  local 
facilities  for  her  guidance. 

The  extension  of  parentcraft  classes  by  health  visitor  and  midwife 
wherever  possible  in  conjunction  with  relaxation  classes,  was  felt  to  be  of 
high  priority,  and  it  was  suggested  that  health  visitors  might  offer  to 
provide  a  similar  service  in  hospital  ante-natal  clinics  where  they  were  not 
already  doing  so.  The  importance  of  team  work  between  general  practitioner, 
midwife,  health  visitor  and  hospital  workers  was  well  understood,  but 
pressure  of  work  in  all  these  spheres  makes  this  difficult  to  achieve., 
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Mid’^vives  were  advised  that  where  they  are  not  already  doing  so,  they 
can  co-operate  vd.th  family  doctors  in  supervising  the  toxaemic  patient 
resting  at  home,  even  though  she  is  booked  for  hospital  delivery.  A 
survey  of  facilities  for  regular  weighing  of  patients  was  undertaken  and 
sets  of  scales  were  issued  to  midwives  in  areas  where  this  v/as  necessary. 

A  chart  on  vdiich  weight  gain  and  blood  pressure  readings  could  be  recorded 
and  easily  seen, was  devised  and  issued  for  use  by  domiciliary  midwives. 
Further  extension  of  the  health  education  programme  by  the  design  of 
posters  for  doctors'  surgeries,  clinics  and  National  Insurance  Offices 
and  the  preparation  of  "hand-outs"  describing  services  available  in  each 
area  had,  unfortunately,  to  be  postponed  because  of  shortage  of  staff. 

It  is  hoped  that  education  of  the  rising  generation  through  talks  in 
Colleges  of  Further  Education  will  also  assist  here. 


Home  Nursing;  A  special  comment  has  now  been  requested  on  the  use  of  the 
district  nursing  service  to  prevent  hospital  admissions.  There  is  a  fairly 
strong  local  tradition  that  district  nurses  look  after  the  sick  in  their  own 
homes  as  long  as  possible  (and  in  some  cases  longer  than  they  think  desirable 
because  of  the  patient's  wishes)  and  it  seems  unlikely  that  family  doctors 
recommend  hospital  admission  unnecessarily  for  such  cases.  Applications 
for  beds  for  ctironic  sick  patients  are  normally  investigated  first  by  the 
district  welfare  officer  who  always  calls  in  the  district  nurse  if  her  help 
is  needed,  and  if  adequate  provision  can  be  made  admission  is  postponed. 

It  is  rare,  however,  for  him  to  find  cases  v/here  the  district  nurse  is  not 
already  in  attendance. 


Refugees ;  World  events  were  brought  home  to  us  by  the  arrival  of  refugees 
from  Europe  and  North  Africa,  v/anting  either  temporary  asylum  before 
emigrating,  or  permanent  settlement.  Hungarian  refugees  were  accommodated 
in  a  Camp  in  the  south  of  the  County  under  the  County  Welfare  Section. 

Health  visitors  and  nurses  visited  children  and  organised  ante-natal  care  as 
far  as  the  language  difficulty  allowed,  and  issued  welfare  foods  and  assisted 
the  local  general  practitioners  who  attended  there.  The  idea  of  regular 
and  frequent  ante-natal  care  seemed  fairly  new  to  some  of  the  mothers,  some 
of  whom  had  to  be  reminded,  persuaded,  and  often  collected  to  ensure  their 
attendance. 

Refugees  from  Egypt  arrived  at  a  large  camp  outside  Kidderminster  and 
discussion  was  easier  since  many  of  the  husbands  at  least  spoke  English, 
school  French  was  understandable  and  interpreters  were  available.  This 
group  consisted  largely  of  deportees  rather  than  able-bodied  escapees  and 
brought  many  problems  among  the  aged,  the  chronic  sick,  the  mentally  ±11  and 
defective  and  blind.  They  withstood  the  change  of  climate  and  food 
remarkably  well  and  the  district  nurses  and  health  visitor  worked  with  the 
Volimtary  Red  Cross  detachment  and  W.V.S.  who  initially  assisted  the 
National  Assistance  Board  in  all  the  difficult  first  months.  There  were 
many  children  and  the  local  health  visitor  opened  a  weighing  centre  with 
food  distribution.  Conversion  tables  were  essential  to  advise  mothers  and 
fathers  what  their  children  had  gained  in  kilogrammes  and  in  teaching 
artificial  feeding  in  metric  measures.  The  idea  of  a  'welfare  clinic'  was 
difficult  to  interpret  and  if  a  doctor  was  present  the  sick  arrived  tooJ 
Weighing  scales  however  were  just  as  popular  as  with  mothers  in  this 

country ,  offering,  it  seemed,  the  only  tangible  proof  of  satisfactory 
progress. 

Mrs,  Chadwick  and  her  British  Red  Cross  Workers  made  a  very  praise- 
worthy  success  from  a  situation  which  in  its  initial  beginnings  was  to  say 
the  least  chaotic  and  unpredictable. 
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staff  Changes: 


During  the  year  tvro  members  of  the  staff  died,  one  suddenly  axid  one 
after  a  long  and  distressing  illness. 

/jjnong  those  retiring  Miss  Meadv/ay  Russell,  who  joined  the  staff  in. 
'19'4-8  from  the  staff  of  the  Voluntary  County  Nursing  Association,  will  be 
greatly  missed  from  her  post  of  District  Nursing  Superintendent,  She  has 
seen  many  changes  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  present  service.  Miss 
Pettit,  the  first  holder  of  the  post  of  health  education  organiser,  was 
another  pioneer  who  left  the  county  after  three  years  service,  during  vxhich 
she  had  built  up  the  nucleus  of  a  county  organisation  and  started  the  habit 
of  using  County  Headquarters  as  an  advice  centre  for  other  organisations, 
as  well  as  staff,  on  health  education  matters. 

Two  combined  workers  who  had  served  their  districts  for  39  and  34 
years,  a  health  visitor  for  neai'ly  24  years  and  a  district  nurse/midwife  for 
15  years,  were  notable  losses  to  the  people  in  their  areas.  Such  long 
service  is  exceptional  among  younger  recruits  to  the  service.  One  member 
with  13  years  service  transferred  to  part-time  work.  Other  resignations 
totalled  4  district  nurses,  9  district  nurse/midwives  and  5  health  visitor/ 
school  nurses  and  1  midwife.  Nine  extensions  beyond  retiring  age  were 
agreed  iii  November  -  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
service. 


The  Isobel  Morcom  Medal  and  Prize;-  was  awarded  to  Miss  Nicholas  of  Rubery 
for  1957  and  presented  to  her  at  the  County  Nursing  Association  Annual 
G-eneral  Meeting  in  July.  Miss  Nicholas  has  worked  in  the  County  for  l8  years. 


Long  Service  Medals;  for  over  10  years  service  were  also  presented  to  the 
following  at  the  County  Nursing  Association  /innual  G-eneral  Meeting:- 


Miss  M,  A.  Clarry 
Miss  M.  A.  Hill 
Ivliss  V.  Johansen 
Miss  3.  G.  Lunnon 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Yarranton 


fWythall) 
(Kidderminster) 
fBredon  Hill) 
(Hagley) 
(Oldbury) 


Staff  details 

(l)  /urea  Nurse  Training  Committee;  Miss  Kean  the  Superintendent  Health 
Visitor  is  a  member  of  this  Committee  and  finds  too  that  visits  to  local 
hospitals  are  useful  in  encouraging  liaison  betv/een  domiciliary  and  hospital 
fields. 


(2)  '^raining;  Students  from  other  Authorities:  4  Queen’s  nurse  students 
from  Nottingham  and  I6  health  visitor  students  from  Birmingham  visited  the 
County,  8  for  3  days  regional  and  8  for  5  days  rural  experience.  In 
addition,  9  final  year  students  from  the  mid-Worcestershire  Hospital  Management 
Committee  training  centre  spent  a  day  on  the  district  in  Kidderminster ,  Redditch  or 
Bromsgrove  observing  the  work  of  a  district  nurse  and  health  visitor,  A 

party  of  students  from  the  Tutor’s  Course  of  the  Royal  College  of  Nursing 
also  spent  a  period  of  observation  in  the  County. 

(3)  County  Council  studentship;  The  Health  Visitor  training  courses  at 
Battersea  Training  College  are  now  open  to  candidates  from  the  County  and 
this  year  the  applications  for  admission  increased.  Two  students  were  also 
accepted  for  the  Health  Visitor  Course  at  Birmingham  and  one  for  the  Queen’s 
Institute  Course  in  Brighton,  while  nurses  v/ere  also  accepted  for  district 
training  in  Queen’s  Institute  Homes,  prior  to  service  on  the  district. 
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Five  students  completed  training  at  Battersea  in  December,  one 
in  September  at  the  'Queen’s  combined  course  and  thiree  Queen’s  Nurses 
(one  in  January  and  two  in  August). 

(a)  Staff  meetings;  Staff  meetings  are  held, usually  at  quarterly 
intervals jfor  the  different  professional  groups.  Petrol  rationing 
caused  the  postponement  of  two  of  these.  The  development  of  regional 
staff  meetings  open  to  district  nurses,  midwives,  health  visitors,  medical 
officers  and  other  members  of  the  Health  department  staff  are  now  held 
regularly  in  three  centres  in  the  County  and  it  is  hoped  these  will  be 
started  in  other  areas  in  the  next  year.  To  these  meetings  members  of 
the  Children’s  department  and  other  local  welfare  workers  can  also  be 
invited,  and  they  are  proving  most  helpful  in  co-ordinating  the  various 
services  involved  in  the  care  of  the  normal  household  as  distinct  from 
the  problem  family. 
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Table  3.  Summary  of  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  1955  -  1957 
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Table  if.  Investigations  from  clinics.  Table  5*  ^^olaxation  class  attendances 
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Table  6A,  Variations  in  distribution  1956-57  and  variation  in  birth  rate. 
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Table  7.  Mother  and  baby  homes  in  County. 
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Section  22. 

Care  of 

mothers 

and  young 

children 

Child  Welfare 

Centres ; 

The 

mothers  and 

children  of 

tte  County  are 

fairly 

adequately  served  through  the  94  centres  (92  in  1956)  giving  an  average  of 
one  centre  to  333  (334)  pre-school  children  open  at  the  end  of  the  year, 

11  of  these  are  served  by  the  mobile  van.  Monthly  sessions  numbered  211 
this  year  (l99  in  1956)  and  attendances  increased  to  almost  equal  the  total 
in  1953«  5  weighing  centres  v/ere  open  at  the  end  of  the  year  providing 

10  sessions  a  month. 

Four  rural  health  visiting  areas  still  have  no  centre  on  their  area 
but  otherwise  the  provision  is  fairly  spread  and  changes  are  usually  limited 
to  redistribution  of  the  service.  The  growing  population  in  the  north-east 
of  the  County  requires  more  centres,  but  suitable  rented  premises  are 
difficult  to  find  and  community  centres  are  built  many  years  after  the 
houses  they  serve,  so  that  new  estates  in  Redditch  and  V/ythall  are  still 
without  the  clinics  they  require.  Plans  for  future  centres  in  two  areas 
of  Oldbury  and  for  Rubery  and  Hasbury  (Halesowen)  were  made;  the  conversion 
of  Redditch  Day  Nursery  to  an  all-purpose  clinic  and  the  building  of  a  ney/ 
centre  in  Blackheath  are  both  proposed  for  1958* 
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In  the  rural  parts  of  the  County  however,  nev/  village  halls  are  being 
built  with  the  help  of  grants  and  it  is  soinetiiiies  possible  to  transfer 
a  centre  to  more  satisfactory  premises,  even  though  the  cost  of  these  may 
be  higher.  Rent  increases  have  continued  dujring  the  year  to  be  agreed 
because  of  rising  costs.  The  gradual  closure  of  service  camps  has 
rendered  centres  in  some  areas  unnecessary  but  three  weighing  centres  have 
maintained  steady  attendances  meriting  the  services  of  a  doctor. 

Staff  shortage  has  restricted  the  amount  of  health  education 
undertaken  at  centres,  some  of  which  have  very  heavy  attendar.ces.  In 
the  rural  areas  much  individual  advice  is  given  but  here  the  medical 
officer's  time  is  very  largely  occupied  by  inoculation  and  vaccination 
procedures  and  when  poliomyelitis  vaccination  is  added,  it  may  be  difficult 
to  ensure  that  the  doctor’s  true  function  in  the  centre  is  not  overshadowed. 
Last  year  912  vaccinations, and  injections  against  diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough  numbering  at  least  ^16'^ yXiere  caorried  out  during  ordinary  clinic 
sessions.  The  total  attend'srs  at  centres  were  over  tvro- thirds  of  the 
children  under  one  in  the  County  and  half  of  those  between  1  and  5* 

Ante-natal  Clinics; 

The  general  trend  mentioned  in  previous  reports  has  continued 
during  the  year  and  the  clinic  at  Rubery  was  closed.  As  mentioned  earlier 
in  the  comments  on  prevention  of  toxaemia,  the  development  of  joint  health 
visitor/midwives  sessions  for  ante-natal  education  is  continuing.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  17  County  ante-natal  clinics  still  open  with  a 
medical  officer  in  attendance  but  there  were  also  2  operating  under  the  new 
arrangement  and  two  where  the  two  types  xiere  combined.  Midwives  continued 
to  attend  general  practitioners  ante-natal  sessions  in  some  areas,  and  in 
others  to  hold  their  ovm  at  their  houses  or  clinics.  Five  weighing  machines 
were  issued  to  these  during  the  year. 

The  tables  show  an  increase  in  total  attendances  in  spite  of  reduced 
sessions,  but  although  blood  taking  has  continued  at  about  the  same  rate, 
attendances  for  all  other  purposes  except  relaxation  classes,  have  continued 
to  decline.  New  relaxation  classes  were  opened  at  17ythall  and  Cofton 
Common  and  were  enthusiastically  attended. 

Blood  tests;  The  blood  tests  taken  in  Coimty  clinics  show  that  specimens 
are  examined  not  only  for  rhesus  and  grouping  but  also  for  haemoglobin  levels 
and  V/assermann  and  Kahn  reactions.  This  is  apparently  not  the  universal 
practice,  but  the  results  of  the  haemoglobin  tests,  for  instance,  show  how 
essential  it  is  to  keep  this  value  under  supervision  in  the  expectant  mother, 
while  the  routine  ,/assermann  test  is  still  important  as  sho»vn  by  a  comment  in 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Minister  in  1 95^>  that  of  such  tests  are  still 
positive  in  expectant  mothers  in  the  whole  countrv. 

Rhesus ;  It  is  estimated  that  the  loss  of  infant  life  due  to  this  cause  could 
be  reduced  if  all  possible  measures  were  initiated  for  its  control  and  of 
those  babies  live  born  whose  mothers  have  Rhesus  antibodies,  50^  to  60^  need 
transfusion  and  hospital  care. 

_Chest  X-ray;  A  Ministry  of  Health  circular  in  November  emphasised  the  import¬ 
ance  of  protecting’ young  children  from  tuberculosis  by  x-ray  of  all  those 

likelj'’  to  oe  in  contact  v.-ith  them  -  the  basis  of  the  prospective  parents 
scheme...  •.v....- .*•  . 

The  County  sta.ff participated  in  195^  in  the  national  investigation  into 
the  increasing  number  of  deaths  from  Icukaeniia  or  malignant  disease  in  young 
children  and  records  v;ere  collected  on  16  of  the  18  pre-school  children 

included  in  the  survey  from  1953  -  and  an  equal  number  of  healthy  ’control’ 
children. 
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Voluntary  help;  The  activity  of  interested  lay  workers  in  child  welfare 
clinics  is  traditional  and  still  an  essential  part  of  the  service  in 
'Torcestershire^  This  participation  gives  each  clinic  a  local  character  - 
while  through  it  the  workers  become  more  fully  aware  of  the  aims  of 
preventive  medicine,  and,  in  their  turn,  help  to  spread  the  laiowledge  to 
the  community.  In  ante-natal  clinics  the  need  for  voluntary  helpers  has 
been  less  and  fewer  have  been  recruited  but  it  may  be  that  an  extension 
of  this  activity  vrould  help  to  educate  the  public  in  the  aims  and  standards 
of  good  ante-natal  care.  The  general  ignorance  on  this  score  is  perhaps 
one  of  the  reasons  why  professional  workers  have  to  pay  so  much  attention 
to  the  follow-up  of  defaulters. 

Parents  Groups;  Parents  groups  in  Halvern  and  Kidderminster  continued 
regular  meetings  with  an  interested  membership.  The  expectant  mothers’ 
discussion  groups  at  relaxation  classes  may  stimulate  an  interest  which  will 
carry  on  to  child  welfare  attendances  after  the  birth  of  their  babies,  but 
it  is  still  difficult  to  draw  in  either  expectant  or  nursing  fathers  - 
they  are  too  useful  as  child  minders  while  mother  attends  an  evening 
meeting.'  Until  parents  groups  are  equally  constituted,  this  is  a  very 
big  gap  on  the  health  education  programme, 

Y/elfare  Foods;  Details  of  the  distribution  undertaken  in  the  County  are 
given  in  the  tables.  Much  of  this  work  is  done  by  volunteers  and 
gratitude  is  due  to  them  for  this  invaluable  assistance.  Most  child 
welfare  centres  and  some  ante-natal  clinics  distribute  these  foods  to  their 
areas. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  orange  juice  was  no  longer  available  to 
children  over  the  age  of  2.  This  change  took  place  following  the 
report  and  the  findings  of  the  Sub-Committee  on  the  vitamin  needs  of 
infants  and  children,  and  the  suggested  reduction  in  the  vitamin  D  content 
of  foods  and  milks  was  accomplished  and  the  staff  advised,  so  that  the 
public  can  be  educated  to  the  fact  that  it  is  possible  to  have  too  much  of  a 
good  thing. 

Illegitimacy:  The  number  of  teenage  parents  has  doubled  in  the  past  few 

years  and  it  is  distressing  to  read  that  one  quarter  of  the  pregnant  17 
year  olds  are  unmarried.  This  early  age  of  pregnancy  is  one  of  the  chief 
problems  in  dealing  with  the  unmarried  mothers,  who  are  often  unwilling  to 
part  from  their  babies  but  may  be  physically  and  emotionally  unfit  for  the 
responsibility.  The  married  woman  expecting  an  illegitimate  child  is 
usually  much  older. 

The  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Association  continued  to  act  as  the 
County  Council's  agent  in  helping  the  majority  of  cases  coming  to  notice, 
dealing  with  financial  and  legal  problems  and  finding  accommodation,  and 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  workers  the  County  Council  assisted  in 
maintaining  a  total  of  49  cases  for  periods  of  2  to  6  months.  20  of  these 
girls  went  to  Greenhill  Hostel  and  one  to  St.  Catherine's,  v.-hile  the 
remainder  were  accommodated  in  hostels  outside  the  County,  Details  of 
the  work  undertaken  at  these  two  Homes  during  the  year  are  shown  in  the 
tables. 


There  has  been  a  gradual  increase  of  costs  in  the  Mother  and  Baby 
homes  associated  with  the  rising  cost  of  living  and  during  the  year  three 
notified  an  increase  in  their  charges. 
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Day  Nurseries;  The  introduction  of  charges,  on  the  basis  of  cost  for 
each  nlace  provided,  involved  periodic  increases  of  these  following  staff 
pay  awards  and  rises  in  the  cost  of  heating,  lighting  and  food.  Largely 
because  of  this  the  attendances  gradually  dwindled,  until  with  less  than 
5C^ ,  it  was  uneconomical  to  keep  the  nurseries  open.  Redditch  day 
nursery  (the  last  training  one  in  the  County)  v/as  cxosed  in  jlarch  and 
the  students  who  had  to  complete  their  course  v/ere  accommodated  in 
nursery  schools  and  residential  nurseries.  The  children  still  in 
attendance  at  the  nursery  when  it  closed  were  apparently  accommodated 
satisfactorily  by  local  minders,  but  none  of  these  applied  for  registration. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  only  remaining  day  nursery  at  Oldbury 
continued  to  meet  the  need  of  a  fairly  large  group  of  priority  cases, 
although  in  unsatisfactory  premises  threatened  with  de-requisitioning. 

Two  County  children  during  the  year  were  accommodated  in  day 
nurseries  in  Birmingham  and  Smethwick. 

Daily  Minders:  No  daily  minders  have  been  registered  since  the  County 
scheme  was  drafted.  It  has  not  been  widely  publicised  but  atten^ts  to 
recruit  suitable  persons  in  areas  affected  by  day  nursery  closure  were 
usually  unsuccessful,  in  spite  of  untiring  efforts  by  the  health  visitors. 
Unfortunately,  most  day  nurseries  were  in  areas  y;here  female  labour  is  in 
demand  and  the  alternative  help  of  the  minder  ’down  tlie  road'  taking  only 
one  or  two  children  and  operating  without  supervision  is  more  commonly 
sought. 

Nurseries  and  Child  Minders;  The  six  private  nurseries  and  child  minders 
registered  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  pro'viding  sixty-seven  places  for 
children  up  to  the  age  of  5.  Some  of  these  run  as  nursery  classes,  open 
only  during  school  terras,  while  others  are  equivalent  to  small  day 
nurseries  open  throughout  the  year,  and  a  third  group  minds  only  three  or 
four  children. 

Problem  Families;  The  Family  ./elfare  Home  Help  scheme  has  been  less  in 
evidence  this  year  largely  because  of  lack  of  demand.  A  new  development 
in  the  training  sphere  was  the  use  of  Crowley  House  in  Birmingham  opened 
by  the  trustees  of  the  Middlemore  Homes,  which  takes  a  mother  and  children 
for  residential  training.  The  advantage  of  this  over  the  other  Homes 
already  well  established  is  that  it  is  readily  accessible  from  many  parts 
of  the  County  and  that  husbands  can  stay  there  for  vreekends.  The  follow¬ 
up  work  is  also  much  more  satisfactory  v/hen  close  co-ordination  between  the 
Home  and  district  workers  can  be  achieved  after  discharge.  Two  mothers  and 
five  children  from  the  County  were  admitted  here  during  the  year  under  the 
auspices  of  the  probation  department,  and  the  health  visitor  worked  closely 
vd-th  the  other  members  of  the  team  in  the  rehabilitation  and  subsequent 
re-settlement  of  the  families. 

Wins  on  Green  Prison;  The  scheme  for  training  of  motheis  convicted  of 
neglect  while  serving  their  prison  sentence  is  an  interesting  one,  and 
follow-up  reports  have  been  sent  during  the  year  on  cases  returned  to  the 
County  having  apparently  profited  by  this  experience. 

Family  Planning  Clinics:  Voluntary  clinics  are  now  in  operation  in 

Oldbury,  Kiddermiinster  and  Redditch  and  supplement  the  help  given  by 
obstetricians  and  general  practitioners, to  mothers  who  have  been  advised 
to  avoid  further  pregnancies,  and  also  assist  couples  who  require  advice 
on  infertility. 
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Women *s  Institute  Maternity  Fimd:  No  applications  for  help  from  this 
fund  were  received  during  the  year. 

Handicapped  children:  The  register  of  children  with  various  handicaps 
has  been  maintained  and  cases  are  reviewed  periodically.  It  is  felt 
this  register  serves  three  useful  purposes  in  that  the  early  assessment 
of  defects  enables  skilled  help  to  be  givdn  to  parents  and  children 
outside  the  scope  of  the  Education  Acts.  It  has  been  pointed  out  that 
the  training  of  two  parents  in  giving  a  child  specialised  help  is  a  far 
more  constructive  expenditure  than  giving  the  child  institutional  care. 
Intelligent  parents  can  (with  the  assistance  of  a  skilled  worker  calling 
in  periodically)  help  their  children  to  adjust  and  overcome  handicaps 
and,  in  some  instances,  the  date  of  admission  for  institutional  care  can 
be  postponed  to  an  age  when  the  child  will  not  suffer  so  much  deprivation. 

The  second  advantage  is  that  the  health  visitor  can  be  put  in  touch 
with  specialist  workers  concerned  with  the  child  and  team  work  encouraged, 
(for  instance  as  in  the  home  training  of  handicapped  children),  and  the 
third  advantage  is  that  the  collection  of  these  details  makes  it  possible 
to  survey  the  occurrence,  distribution  and  progress  of  defects  in  an 
attempt  to  elicit  some  of  the  causes  and  ways  of  minimising  their  effects. 
This  is  particularly  important  nowadays  vjhen  congenital  defects  are  such 
a  large  cause  of  loss  of  life,  and  any  pointers  to  their  origin  which 
would  enable  them  to  be  reduced  must  be  followed  up. 

Virus  disease  in  pregnancy;  The  results  of  this  follow-up  are  not  yet 
available,  but  during  the  year  two  children  were  referred  for  specialised 
testing  to  exclude  unilateral  deafness  which  has  been  found  to  occur  in 
certain  children  whose  mothers  had  german  measles  betv/’een  the  '12th  and  lAth 
weeks  of  pregnancy.  Neither  of  these  children  v/as  affected. 

Handicapped  mothers;  Another  group  needing  special  help,  just  as  their 
children  do,  has  been  under  consideration  this  year.  Many  mothers  in 
the  County  manage  their  families  and  households  very  adequately  in  spite 
of  such  disabilities  as  congenital  dislocated  hips,  paralysis  following 
poliomyelitis, and  blindness.  It  may  be  that  these  disabilities  bring 
their  own  reward  in  an  extra  spirit  of  neighbourliness,  while  those  v/ith 
less  obvious  defects  such  as  deafness,  diabetes,  epilepsy  or  mental  illness 
are  not  so  likely  to  have  sympathetic  help  from  the  family,  neighbour  or 
friends  and  their  children  may  suffer  because  of  this.  Such  cases  are 
now  being  noted  when  they  come  to  light  and  the  health  visitor  pays  special 
attention  to  the  problems  they  raise  assisting  the  family  doctor  and 
calling  in  whatever  extra  help  seems  appropriate.  Co-operation  between 
psychiatric  social  v/orkers  and  the  health  visitors  is  particularly 
valuable  when  there  is  mental  illness  in  the  family  and  several  cases 
of  this  type  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Dental  Care;  The  County  dental  officer  gives  full  details  of  work 
undertaken  for  mothers  and  children  in  his  report  and  comments  on  a 
disappointing  and  unexpected  fall  in  the  total  numbers  treated  in  spite 
of  an  increase  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  It  is  hoped  that  dental 
sessions  can  eventually  be  developed  (if  the  staffing  situation  permits) 
in  conjunction  with  ante-natal  clinics  and  relaxation  classes,  which 
should  stimulate  attendances  and  cut  out  the  present  high  number  of 
wasted  appointments  because  of  mothers  defaulting.  The  Ministry 
inspector  who  visited  the  County  in  June  commented  on  the  satisfactory 
improvement  and  hoped  that  eventually  each  dental  officer  would  be 
able  to  devote  the  equivalent  of  one  session  a  week  to  maternity  and 
child  \7elfare  cases. 
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In  the  first  part  of  the  year,  the  demand  for  dental  treatment 
continued  its  upward  trend.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  there  had 
been  a  noticeable  falling  off,  the  reason  for  which  is  obscure.  There 
have  been  several  changes  in  staff  and  by  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were 
slightly  fewer  dental  officers  available  to  carry  out  v/ork  in  this 
sphere . 

Though  there  are  tv/o  mobile  units  in  the  County  it  does  not  seem 
possible  to  carry  out  a  satisfactory  dental  service  for  nursing  and 
expectant  mothers  in  the  areas  in  which  they  serve.  To  be  of  the  most 
value,  dental  treatment  should  be  given  during  pregnancy  and  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  ensure  that  a  mobile  unit  is  within  reach  of  the  patient 
at  the  appropriate  time  in  a  rural  area. 

V/eekly  half  days  are  set  aside  for  the  treatment  of  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  young  children  in  the  clinics  at  Stourport,  Bromsgrove 
and  Redditch  and  additional  evening  sessions  are  carried  out  at  Kidderminster, 
Stourbridge  and  Oldbury.  Much  of  the  treatment  given  to  young  children  is 
carried  out  during  sessions  normally  set  aside  for  the  treatment  of  school 
children  especially  on  ’*gas  session'*  days.  The  figures  of  sessions  in  the 
accompanying  table,  hov/ever,  represent  only  those  set  aside  especially  for 
this  class  of  patient  plus  the  evening  sessions. 

The  County  Council  authorised  the  setting  up  of  a  County  Dental 
Laboratory  and  it  is  hoped  to  have  it  in  service  in  1 958* 

A  considerable  amount  of  wasted  time  and  consequent  annoyance  is 
caused  to  dental  officers  by  nursing  and  expectant  mothers  who  are  referred 
to  them  either  failing  to  attend  for  examination  or  failing  to  keep 
subsequent  appointments.  During  the  year  under  review,  344-  such  patients 
were  referred  to  the  dental  service.  Of  these,  55  failed  to  attend  for 
examination  and  65  either  refused  treatment  or  failed  to  keep  subsequent 
appointments,  in  all  35  %  of  those  referred.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
over  98  fo  of  patients  seen  were  found  to  require  treatment  -  some  of  it  very 
extensive,  -  this  state  of  affairs  is  much  to  be  deplored. 

Dental  X-ray  facilities  exist  in  Oldbury,  Halesovyen,  Stourbridge, 
Kidderminster  and  Redditch  and  also  in  the  Mobile  Dental  Units. 


B.D.  BRITTEK 

Chief  Dental  Officer, 
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Table  8 


DENTAL  CARE  OP  EXPECTA^IT  .W.J)  NURSING  MOTHERS  AND  ClilLDREN  UNDER 


SCHOOL  AGE 

1  (a) 

Number  of  Officers  employed  at  end  of  year  on  a 
salary  basis  in  terms  of  whole-time  officers  to 
the  maternity  and  child  welfare  service:- 

(l)  Senior  Dental  Officer 

1/1 0th 

(2)  Dental  Officers  ... 

1 

;  (b) 

Number  of  Officers  employed  at  end  of  year  on  a 
sessional  basis  in  terms  of  -whole-time  officers 
to  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  service 

•m 

;  (°) 

Number  of  dental  clini  cs  in  operation  at  end  of  year 

(a) 

Total  number  of  sessions  (i.e.  equivalent  complete 
half  days)  devoted  to  maternity  and  child  welfare 
patients  during  the  year  ...  ...  ... 

298 

;  (e) 

Number  of  dental  teclmicians  employed  in  the  Local 
Health  Authority’s  own  laboratories  at  the  end  of 
the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

- 

Table  9» 

DENTAL  TREATI'IENT  RETURN 


A.  NUl.ffiERS 

PROVIDED 

XILTd  DENTAL 

CARE: 

Needing 

Made 

Examined 

treatment 

Treated 

dentally  fit 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

ih) 

(5) 

Expectant 

and  Niursing  Mothers 

287 

282 

218 

:  177 

Children 

under  five  . 

h■7^ 

436 

395 

^  304 

Table  10. 


B.  POKE  OP  DENTAL  TREATi'.IENT  PROVIDED: 


Dentures 


Gener-:  proylded 


;  Silver  Crowns 

^  al 

Full 

Partial 

Radio 

;  Scalings 

Fillings  nitrate 

or  : 

Extract-  anaes- 

upp; 

:  upp; 

graph 

and 

treat- 

inlays 

ions  thet- 

or 

■  or 

;  gum  treat-^ 

;  ment  ^ 

:  ics 

low; 

low; 

i  ment 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

:  ih)  i 

(5)  : 

(6)  (7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

Expectant  and 

:  161 

476 

- 

- 

1,308^  42 

123 

;  63 

47 

Nursing  Mothers 

Children  under 

i 

98 

i  58  : 

- 

1 ,145  31 7 

- 

1  - 

1 

five 
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IvIIDY/IFERY  TfiBLES 
DOMICILI/J^Y  l/nD7/IFERY 

Table  11 


Details  of  home  confinements  1956-7  and  other  work  of  domiciliary  midwives 


Y 

e 

a 

r 


T 

0 

t 

a 

1 


No,  'Dr.  Booked 
Dr,  Booked  ^  _  _ 


♦-> 

c 

Q 

c 

CD 

t. 

W 

o 

CQ 

o 

2 

4-> 

CD 

♦J 

o 

o 

a 

o 

O. 

o 

• 

X3 

• 

Dr 

O 

55 

Dr 

o 

2 

Breast 

Medical  Aid  feeding  at 

- . — -  —  ■  ^  days 


■o 

cH 

(-1 

CD 

05 

o 

4J 

O 

O 

o 

o 

o 

CD 

x>  ■ 

(n 

• 

a 

O 

o 

Jh 

53 

■  2 

Q 

% 

Early  Home  Ambul-  ^ 

dis-  enqu-  :  ance 

charge  ,  Irles  i  escort  ■ 
from 
hosp¬ 
itals  = 


1956 

2183 

5 

■  62  ^ 

481 

1 635  : 

284 

20 

264 

70 

1363 

1716 

;  714  ■ 

1957 

2239  ; 

1 

:  38  ■ 

4S5 

1735  i 

204 

20 

1 84 

, 1748  : 

78 

1909 

^  1908 

^  756 1 

In¬ 

crease 

56  ; 

- 

- 

- 

100 

- 

- 

- 

54 

8 

546 

i  192 

42  1 

De¬ 

crease 

- 

4 

24 

16 

- 

80 

- 

80 

-  ^ 

- 

- 

- 

I 
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Analgesia  in  home  confinements 


4-> 

Percentage 

Dr.  not 

present 

at 

Dr.  present  at 

Totals 

r/k 

having 

delivery 

delivery 

a: 

s 

Total  birth; 
home 

u 

0  0 
c 

•  0) 

;  rH 

ca 

’  ; 

Pethidine 

;  1 

• 

< 

eS 

e 

0 

0 

c 

0) 

iH 

«vH 

Pethidine  j 

i 

t 

• 

<c 

• 

0 

. 

Trilene 

! 

1 

. 1 

CD 

C 

•r-* 

•a 

;CJ 

0) 

a. 

• 

• 

0 

Trilene 

Pethidine 

1956  : 

21  83 

■  87  ^ 

43 

1389 

M  ■ 

807 

w 

64 

209 

1830 

81  ^ 

1016  : 

1957  ; 

2239 

:  89  ■ 

54 

1536  ^ 

13  ' 

999 

367 

75  : 

214 

1903 

i  88 

1213  : 

j 

In¬ 
crease  : 

56 

2  • 

11 

147  ^ 

-  ; 

192 

- 

11  ! 

5 

73 

1  7 : 

197  ^ 

De¬ 
crease  ; 

mm 

- 

- 

-  : 

4 

~ 

74 

- 

-• 

- 

-  ; 

-  i 
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Table  14 


District  staff  at  end  of  year 


Pupil  midwives  trained  in  Part  II  Schools 


Duties 

Full- 

Time 

Part-  F.T. 
time  ^qulv- 
;alent 

Car 

drivers- 

Mldwi fery 
only 

11 

-  11 

9 

D.N,  &  mid¬ 
wives 

47 

2 

28 

47 

Combined 

duties 

41  - 

1 

13 

42 

Totals 

99 

3  ; 

52 

98 

1955 

;  1956 

;  1957 

Kidderralnster(6/l2 

district) 

5 

3 

6 

Bromsgrove  General  Hospital 
(3/12  district) 

10 

:  4 

;  10 

Totals 

15 

7 

^  16 

Domiciliary  training 
raldwlves 

10 

11 

!  13 
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SUPERVISION  OF  lOTWIVES 


Table  13 


Midwives  practising  in  County  -  showing  nuiiiber  qualified  to  administer 

analgesia 

i  DOMICILIARY  INSTITUTIONAL  . . 

I . . .  .  .§  •  . i  Domiciliary  Institutional 


YEAR 

c.c. 

midwives 

No. 

Qualified 

Private 

midwives 

No. 

Qualified 

Hospital 

mldv/ives 

^  No. 

Qualified 

Nursing  hoi 
midwives 

No. 

Qualified 

w 

•1—1 

•g 

s 

Qualified 

Midwives 

Qualified 

1955 

i  100 

100 

11 

- 

41 

37 

2 

1  : 

111 

100 

^■43 

38 

1956 

i  104 

103 

18 

41 

35 

3 

1  : 

122 

:  103 

44 

36 

1957 

1  101 

101 

20 

:  10 

45 

35 

;  2 

1 

121 

111 

^  47 

36 

Central  Midv/Ives  Board  Rules.  Notifications 


received. 

1936 

122 

Other  data 

;1956 

;  1957 

No,  of  medical  aid  requests 

:  284 

204  : 

i 

: 

Flying  squad  calls 

;  17 

1  15 

Oxygen  used 

3 

^  5 

Premature  outfit 

Notifications  of  Infectious 

conditions  1956-7 

used 

3 

!  3 

Maternity  outfits 

1956 

1957 

Issued 

•  2502 

1  2424 

Maternity  bed  In 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

5 

10  : 

nursing  home 

7 

7 

:: 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

:  66  i 

86  ; 

Populatlon/mldwl fe 

^  8192 

!  8138 

1  "Z 

Cases  /F.T.  midwile 

43 

4-3 

Section  23  Midvfifery  Service  and 

Supervision  of  Midwives;  There  has  again  been  an  increase  in  tl:E  total 
births  to  County  mothers  and  the  additional  work  v/as  sha.red  betv/een 
domciliary  and  hospital  midwives  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  2.  Applications 
for  hospital  beds  had  to  be  more  stringently  scrutinised  and  many  were 
refused.  The  principle  of  a  reasonable  stay  for  mothers  needing 
hospital  delivery  is  still  accepted,  rather  than  a  hosxjital  confinement, 
for  all  those  requesting  it  v/ith  subsequent  early  discharge.  The 
proportion  of  home  births  [33.2^  ]  shov/s  little  variation  from  the  33.5^ 
for  1956,  The  staff  position  is  difficult  in  both  seir/ioes  and  pupil 
midwives  coming  for  training  are  fev/er,  a  distressing  trend  when  the  need 
for  extra  recruits  is  becoming  apparent.  It  may  be  that  potential 
midwives  are  awaiting  the  report  of  the  Cranbrook  Committee  before  entering 
this  profession  with  its  uncertain  future. 

Domiciliary  midwifery;  Staff;  County  staff  enployed  on  md.dmfery 
decreased  by  2,  1  6  pupil  rnidv/ives  con^leted  training  in  the  County 

during  the  year.  The  102  nurses  undertaking  midwifery  were  equivalent 
to  52  full  time  midwives,  giving  a  proportion  of  1  midwife  to  8,138 
population  [8,192  in  1956]  and  an  average  of  43  deliveries  per  midv/ife  - 
as  last  year. 
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Y/ork ;  The  total  of  domiciliary  confinements  attended  by  County  staff 

increased  by  36  to  2,239,  The  rise  v/as  fairly  generally  distributed, 
but  in  Redditch  and  the  areas  around  Birmingham,  additional  staff  vd.ll 
soon  be  needed  to  m.eet  the  rising  demand.  The  number  of  cases  without 
a  booked  doctor  again  showed  a  satisfa^ctory  decrease  [from  67  to  39] 
but  of  the  rerrjaining  ones  with  doctors  booked,  the  numbers  where  the 
doctors  attended  the  confinement  fell  slightly,  to  just  over  a  quarter 
of  the  total.  Early  discharges  from  hospitals  still  produce  a  large 
proportion  of  the  nurses  v;ork  and  this  year  they  increased  to  1909  from 
1363.  This  means  that  h.2fo  [last  year  31^]  of  cases  delivered  in 
hospital  are  returning  home  early  for  nursing  during  the  puerperium. 

Social  enquiries  on  applications  for  home  confinement  also  increased  to 
1 908  and  are  a  considerable  burden  in  some  areas  where  the  demand  is 
heavy,  but  the  Stourbridge  and  Halesov>/en  nurses  ha^ve  not  so  far  been 
asked  to  undertake  this  again.  Ambulance  calls,  when  nurses  accompany 
a  mother  in  labour  in  her  journey  to  the  hospital,  involve  considerable 
expenditure  of  time  and  la.st  year  totalled  73^»  Much  the  highest 
number  v/as  in  the  Redditch  area. 

Analgesia;  All  the  County  midwifery  staff,  v/ith  the  exception  of  1  part- 
time  relief  nurse  are  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air,  and  the 
Kidderminster  midv/ives  are  also  able  to  use  trilene,  89^  of  the 
mothers  delivered  at  home  had  gas  and  air  or  trilene  [  87  ^  in  1 95^]  and 
34-^  had  pethidine  [47^  in  193^]  88  mothers  had  trilene.  The  comparable 
figure  for  gas  and  air  or  trilene  for  England  and  Wales  in  1  936  was  77  ^ 

Breast  Feeding;  90  more  babies  than  last  year  v/ere  breast  fed  at  14  days, 
an  increase  of  S/o,  This  is  satisfactory  but  only  represents  79%  of  the 
total  babies  delivered  at  home  and  it  is  therefore  e.  little  lov/er  than  the 
national  average  for  1936  [79,6^]. 


Flying  Squad;  The  flying  squad  vi^a.s  called  out  to  13  cases  during  the 
year,  3  for  haemorrhage,  [l  ante-partum] ,  8  with  retained  placentae,  3 
cases  of  obstetric  shock  and  1  case  of  anaemia.  The  parity  of  the  cases 
for  whom  help  was  needed  wero;- 


Previous  confine¬ 
ments 

NUMBER  OF 
CASES 

0 

1 

3 

2 

4 

3 

6 

4 

1 

3 

1 

In  1936  for  England  and  V/ales  the  average  nurriber  of  calls  was  10  for 
each  1,000  domiciliary  confinements,  77. Q%  of  them  during  labour. 
County  rates  for  1937  are  v/ell  below  this  national  average. 


The 


Oxygen;  The  emergency  supplies  of  oxygen  held  on  the  district  were 
used  3  times  during  the  year,  4  times  in  Kidderminster  and  once  in 
our  ri  Four  of  the  babies  helped  were  premature  and  four  were 

admitted  to  hospital  for  care,  v/hile  one  recovered  at  home  with  the 


live  babies  born  at  home  were  premature 
by  ;veight  [4.9/^  m  1936],  Of  the  90  delivered  and  nursed  at  home,  86 
w^re  still  alive  after  a  month,  while  2  died  within  24  hours.  Of  .the 
1  ^orn  at  home  and  transferred  to  hospital  for  nursing,  16 

survived  the  first  month,  while  4  died  within  the  first  24  hours. 
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Tvydns : 


Of  the  32  sets  of  twins  1 6  were  delivered  at  home. 


The  ante-natal  cooperation  card,  appears  to  be  well  established.  The 
records  prove  their  worth,  particularly  for  cases  of  emergency  midwifery 
admitted  to  hospital  or  in  premature  labour  at  home,  and  have  done  much 
to  cut  dovm  any  possibility  of  over-examination  and  to  bring  under¬ 
examination  to  light* 

The  ante-natal  care  of  hospital  booked  cases  by  domiciliary 
midwives  has  been  extended  and  is  mentioned  in  more  detail  in  the 
introduction. 

Supervision  of  midwives;  Two  nursing  officers  at  Headquarters  gave  the 
equivSjenttin^oflJofficers  in  the  non-medical  supervision  of  midwives. 
During  the  year  visits  were  paid  to  midwives  on  the  staff  and  to  private 
midv/ives  and  maternity  units  and  enquiries  v/ere  carried  out  on  all 
still  births  occurring  in  the  County,  both  hospital  and  domiciliary* 

Private  midwives:  20  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise 

this  year  and  attended  15  conl'inements  at  4  of  which  no  doctor  v/as 
present;  10  of  these  midwives  were  qualified  to  give  gas  and  air. 

Nursing  Homes;  2  midwives  in  2  Nursing  Homes  taking  maternity  cases 
staffed  a  total  of  7  maternity  beds  and  altogether  delivered  26  oases* 
Only  one  of  them  v/as  qualified  to  give  gas  and  air* 

Hospital  midwives;  In  the  5  maternity  hospital  units  in  the  County 
45  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  and  35  of  these  were 
qualified  to  give  gas  and  air.  The  number  of  their  hospital  deliveries 
increased  by  200  to  2,806  distributed  as  follows;-  [Deliveries  of  ’’out 
County”  Hospitals  are  also  shov/n  and  starred]. 

Table  1  6 


Hospital  Management 
Committee  Group 

Hospitals 

^  1956 

1957 

■  Stlll- 
Blrths 

^  1957 

Rate  /1 000 
;  Total 
births 

:  1957 . j 

■  15.8  i 
:  35.4  j 

South  Worcestershire 
Group 

1 

Avonslde,  Evesham 

Ronkswood,  Worcester 
(county  births  only) 

350: 

577  i 

379 

593 

6 

:  21 

:  Mid-Worcestershire 
Group 

Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity 
Hospital,  Stourport 

^  381 

394 

3 

7.6 

'  Croft  Maternity  Home, 
Kidderminster. 

1  400  : 

398 

7 

17.6  I 

t 

Bromsgrove  General  Hospital 
:  (previously  All  Saints) 

872  ■ 

988 

;  28 

;  28. 3  ^ 

I  Dudley  and  Stourbridge 
i  Group 

i  A 

i  Mary  Stevens  Maternity 
Hospital,  Stourbridge, 

646  ' 

660 

7 

1 0*  6 

i  West  Bromwich  and 
district  group 

i  Hallam  Hospital  (county 
■  births  only) 

539  : 

328 

8 

24. 4 

i  Birmingham 

Births  to 

1  ^73  i 

436 

!  20 

:  45.9  : 

;  Others 

County  mothers 

382 

351 

7 

:  19.9  ; 

1  Totals 

In  all 

1  4320  ; 

4527 

:  107 

,  23.6.  ^ 

i  Early  discharges. 

1909 

i  Home  deliveries 

\  21 83  ; 

2239 

:  22 

^  9.8 
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Section  2h.  Health  Visitin/r  Service;  The  staffing  position  appeared 
improve  during  the  year  because  of  larger  numbers  coming  forward  for 
training  but  in  fact  the  number  of  staff  eirployed  at  the  end  of  the  year 
has  dropped  while  as  shown  in  the  tables,  the  work  continued  to  increase. 


The  chief  difficulty  is  that  experienced  by^  the  newly  trained 
full-time  worker,  who  for  the  first  year  of  her  service  so  often  finds 
the  work  is  purely  routine  visiting,  until  she  becomes  knovm  and  accepted 
by  her  families  and  her  advice  is  sought.  The  combined  worker  is  more 
quickly  accepted  by  the  household  if  she  assists  at  the  delivery  or 
attends  as  a  nurse,  and  does  achieve  more  immediate  satisfaction 
her  practical  work  Yjhile  the  health  visiting  side  is  developing.  The 
plan  which  will  most  repay  the  full  time  health  visitor  is  that  of 
getting  to  know  the  mother  in  the  ante-natal  period  through  mothercraft 
classes  and  this  side  of  her  work  is  gradually  being  developed. 


The  care  of  the  aged  is  now  one  of  the  health  visitor  s  major 
problems  but  until,  the  staffing  position  improves,  v/ork  in  this  field 
is  not  being  as  rapidly  expanded  as  is  desirable  to  meet  the  need. 


The  loss  of  Miss  Pettit,  the  Health  Education  Organiser, 
during  the  year  entailed  bringing  members  of  the  district  staff  into 
more  local  health  education  projects,  and  they  have  found  these 
stimulating  and  interesting. 


Staff;  85  nurses  ■v\,’ere  undertaking  health  visiting  at  the  end  of  the 
year  (90  in  1956)  equivalent  to  35  full-time  workers  [38]  and  42  of 
these  were  undertaking  nursing  and  midv/ifery  as  well.  Of  the  staff 
employed,  the  number  of  those  without  the  health  visitor’ s  qualification 
who  practise  with  a  dispensation  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  fell  again 
this  year  to  20,  The  designation  of  more  car  areas  has  helped  to 
reduce  the  fatigue  of  domiciliary  visiting  and  it  is  hoped  that 
eventually  every  health  visitor  will  have  her  own  car. 

Work:  The  estimated  pre-school  population  in  mid-'l957  was  31  j300,  an 
increase  of  200  on  the  previous  year.  This  is  reflected  in  the  rise 
of  6,000  in  the  visits  to  pre-school  children  but  only  1,1 06  of  these 
were  to  children  under  1  and  the  remainder  probably  represents  a 
catching-up  of  the  arrears  of  visits  to  the  over  1 '  s  from  previous 
years.  102  more  expectant  mothers  were  visited  than  last  year.  It 
is  interesting  to  observe,  that  24,^25  households  v/ere  visited  by 
health  visitors  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  over  5,000  since  1956 
and  19.  8^i  of  the  estimated  County  total. 


Wasted  calls  are  nov/  separately  recorded  and  reached  the 
phenomenal  total  of  11  ,723,  17^  of  the  total  visits.  It  may  be  that 

the  trend  towards  providing  health  visitors  with  an  office  and  telephone 
will  ensure  more  visiting  by  appointment  and  less  waste  of  time. 

Clinic  attendances  by  health  visitors,  apart  from  those  at  chest  clinics, 
showed  a  slight  fall,  probably  due  to  the  staff  shortage. 

Child  life  protection  and  adoptions;  Visits  to  these  cases  continue  to 
be  made  under  the  standing  arrangements  v/ith  the  Children’ s  Department. 

Problem  Family  Committees;  Where  local  Committees  were  operating,  the 
health  visitors  v/ere  generally  all  able  to  attend  and  found  them  valuable 
for  the  interchange  of  information.  They  often  feel  hov/ever,  that 
although  cases  are  referred  and  known  to  these  Committees,  in  many 
instances  the  responsibility  of  visiting  and  supervision  returns  to  the 
health  visitor,  and  they  are  left  with  the  hard  core  of  families  v/hich 
have  to  be  watched  and  encouraged  unless  anything  goes  seriously  wrong. 
Regular  meetings  were  held  in  Stourbridge  and  Kidderminster. 
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Visits  of  co-operation;  Health  visitors  called  periodically  at 
maternity  units  in  the  County,  at  residential  nurseries  and  the 
Mother  and  Baby  Homes.  These  periodic  visits  keep  the  units  in  touch 
with  the  district  workers  and,  facilitate  the  interchange  of  information 
with  mutual  benefit, 

DISTRICT  NURSING  TABLES 


Details  of  work  193^*~37 


Table  22 


Year 

Medical 

Surgical 

Infectious 
diseases  :: 

Tubercul¬ 

osis 

Matern-  Others 

itv 

uases 

Visits 

Cases 

Visits 

bases 

;Viaits 

Cases  Visits 

Cases  Visits.,  Cases 

Visits 

1956  ; 

5,^92 

;  1ii1,987 

;i  2,153 

UO, 5k3 

i  68 

;  364  i 

59  ^  2,493 

44^ 

362:^8,945  : 

9,328 

1957  ; 

5,753 

;  157,876 

;i  1,965 

40,655 

17 

:  149 

74  ■  2,772 

31  : 

301  ;;  9,953  ; 

10,151 

lerease ; 
In- 

- 

- 

i  188 

- 

;  51 

;  215  il 

13- 

6l  - 

- 

crease ; 

261 

:  15,889 

•• 

112 

15  279 

• ! 

--  1,008  i 

823 

Table  23  Table  2h 

Analysis  by  age  groups  -  percentage  of  totals  Tong  term  cases  (more  than  2h  visits) 


0-5 

5-65  65  + 

%  of 

%  of 

Year 

Cases  %  Vis  its  %• 

Cases^S  Vislts55' Casgs%  Visits  % 

Year 

Cases  '  total; 

Visits 

total 

1956 

9.1 

2.3  i 

46.6  33.0  ii  44.3  64.7  i 

1956 

1 , 606  :  9 .6  ;; 

125,786 

64.5 

1957 

8.1 

2.1  : 

46.6  29.4  !  45.1  68.31 

1957 

1,572  ;  8,8;; 

^3^4^15 

;  64.4 

Table  25  Table  26 

Average  number  of  visits  to  various  types  of  Increasing  work  of  nursing  service  1953-7 


cases  1953  ”  7 


Total 

Total 

,  F.T. staff 

1953  1954^ 

1955 

1956 

1957  j 

cases 

visits 

;  equivalent 

Medical 

20 ; 

20; 

24 

26 

27  I 

1  1953 

20,383  i 

172,205 

1  56  ■ 

Surgical 

15  : 

14^ 

15 

19 

20  i 

:  1954 

19,088 

182,880 

!  64 

Infectious 

diseases 

5  ^ 

0 

•5 

5 

8  : 

:  1955 

18,995  1 

188,254 

j  69 

Tuberculosis ; 

18  : 

14 

25 

42 

57 

;  1956 

16,761 

195,077 

!  63 

Maternity 

7  : 

8 

5 

8 

9  i 

!  1957 

17,793  ; 

211 ,904 

66.5 

Others 

15  ! 

1 

1 

1 

1  1 

5  year 
increase 

39,699 

10.5  ; 

Average 

visits 
(all  cases) 

13  ^ 

11 

12 

17  i 

1 

i decrease 

2,590  ^ 

- 

Table  27 

Staff  at  end  of  1957 

Duties 

No.  of 
nurses 
;  Full-time 

'  No.  of 
;  fturses 
:  Part-time 

Full-time 
:  equivalent 

Car 

i  drivers 

On  extend¬ 
ed  serv-  : 
Ice, 

District  nursing  only 

26 

1  7 

26 

29 

- 

D.N.  and  midwifery 

i  ^7 

1  2 

22.5 

47 

3 

Combined  duties 

41 

1  1 

18 

42 

6 

Totals 

114 

1,  10 

66 .5 

118 

9 
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Administrative  staiff; 

areas. 


at  headquarters.  2  part-time  in  divisional 

part-time 

There  were  95  State  registered  nurses  enployed  as  full-time  or/ 
nurses  at  the  end  of  1957,  28  State  enrolled  assistant  nurses  and  1 
midwife,  53  of  the  95  were  Queen' s  nurses. 

The  total  of  124  nurses  carrying  out  general  nursing  duties  as 
part  ol*  all  of  their  work  is  equivalent  to  66,  5  full-time  general 
nurses.  This  gives  a  figure  of  one  nurse  to  6,413  population  - 
compared  with  6,303  in  1956.  This  is  a  slight  improvement  but  is 
still  below  the  establishment  of  1-  to  6,000.  The  number  of  visits 
continues  to  increase  but  the  population  served  and  the  conditions  for 
which  they  are  attended  vary  from  year  to  year. 

Hop-pickers;  The  regular  county  staff  in  1l957  cared  for  hop-pickers  on 
their  districts  and  attended  255  patients  [^largely  sufferers  to  the 
influenza  epidemic].  Previously  3  extra  fulltime  nurses  have  been 
taken  on  for  this  work  and  numbers  of  patients  attended  varied  from 
273  -  466. 

Section  25  Home  Nursing;  The  figures  show  the  calls  on  this  service  to 
be  continually  increasing,  partly  by  more  demands  on  it  by  patients 
discharged  earlier  from  hospitals,  and  partly  because  a  greater  nuniber 
of  patients  are  now  visited  over  long  periods.  In  the  towns,  staff 
increases  have  becc^e  necessary,  but  in  most  rural  areas  the  additional 
cases  have  been  absorbed  without  difficulty,  in  spite  of  the  small 
increase  also  apparent  in  domiciliary  midwifery. 

Staff;  At  the  end  of  the  year  1  24  nurses  were  employed  [  55  of  whom  were 
Queen' s  nurses]  26  as  full-time  district  nurses,  47  as  district  nurse/ 
midwives  and  41  on  combined  duties,  v/hile  10  general  nurses  worked  part- 
time,  The  3  male  nurses  were  very  fully  employed  and  the  calls  on  their 
help  increased  during  the  year.  The  equivalent  time  spent  by  these  124 
nurses  on  district  nursing  is  equal  to  that  of  66,5  full-time  staff,  an 
average  of  one  nurse  to  6,412  population.  Supervisory  work  was  the 
responsibility  of  1  full-time  and  1  part-time  officer  at  Headquarters 
and  2  part-time  officers  in  Kidderminster  and  Oldbury  boroughs, 

lYork;  The  tables  compare  the  work  in  1956  and  1957.  The  most  notable 
increase  is  in  the  visits  of  nearly  16,000  compared  with  the  rise  of  4,000 
last  year.  l^Tien  these  are  examined  in  age  groups,  the  visits  to  the  over 
65' s  increased  by  18,425  [last  year  12,743]  and  the  "chronic"  visits  rose 
by  10,689  [rather  less  than  last  year's  14,418].  The  cases  attended 
increased  by  1  ,032  follov/ing  a  fall  last  year  and  606  of  these  were  aged 
persons.  This  group  now  comprises  45  ^  of  the  total  cases  and  68.  8^  of 
the  total  visits. 

Hop-pickers  nurses;  This  year  for  the  first  time  no  special  nurses  were 
engaged  and  existing  staff  covered  the  farms  in  their  areas.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  an  epidemic  of  Asian  'flu  in  the  north-western  area  caused 
an  enormous  increase  of  work.  Machines  at  most  farms  now  make  the  use 
of  resident  labour  unnecessary  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  next  year  the 
same  change  will  have  occurred  in  the  north-west. 

Medical  comforts;  The  work  of  the  comforts  depots  organised  by  the  St. 

John  and  Red  Cross  Societies  is  invaluable  and  this  year  the  Marie  Curie 
Memorial  Fund  could  be  drawn  on  to  provide  additional  comforts  for 
patients  vd.th  malignant  disease. 
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County  Nursing  Association;  The  Annual  General  Meeting  v/as  held  in 
July  when  reports  were  given  about  matters  discussed  in  the  year. 

Miss  A,  Black,  Education  Officer  at  the  Queen' s  Institute  of 
District  Nursing,  gave  a  very  interesting  talk  on  "The  Y/orking  Party 
on  the  Training  of  District  Nurses".  This  is  the  high-light  of  the 
year,  but  the  day  to  day  work  of  district  nursing  associations,  guided 
by  the  County  Nursing  Association  is  invaluable. 

A  sub -commit tee,  consisting  of  several  members  from  the  County 
Nursing  Association  and  liaternity  and  Child  Y/elfare  Sub -Commit tee  met 
during  the  year  to  fix  nurses  rents  following  the  national  agreement  on 
the  new  scales. 

Nurse's  Houses; 

The  County  Council' s  building  programme  for  nurses  houses  had 
proceeded  v/ell,  although  not  as  well  as  had  been  hoped.  Three  pairs  of 
houses  v/ere  completed  in  Droitwich,  Blackheath  and  Wjrthall  and  one  was 
purchased.  Eight  sites  were  approved  for  future  building  and  six 
tenders  agreed  for  the  building  of  a  further  nine  houses.  The  County 
Architect  drafted  a  further  standard  plan  for  flats  with  two  and  three 
bedrooms  for  a  site  in  Oldbury. 

District  Nursing  Associations; 

District  nursing  associations  advised  on  the  selection  of  sites 
and  several  were  able  to  use  their  private  funds  to  add  extra  fixtures  to 
augment  the  nurses'  comfort.  As  nev^  houses  were  occupied  the  associations 
concerned  took  over  responsibility  as  the  local  agent  in  watching  over  the 
houses  just  as  they  helped  new  nurses  to  settle  in  after  appointment  and 
acted  as  'nurse's  friend'  through  the  years. 

Other  nursing  associations  were  able  to  use  their  funds  too  to 
provide  extras  for  patients  on  the  recommendation  of  the  nurses  -  to 
arrange  an  outing  for  the  disabled  or  for  a  chiropodist  to  visit  a  home- 
bound  old  person  or  extra  nursing  requisites  for  the  people  in  the 
district. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

Table  28 


Staff  and  work.  Average  for  each  quarter  of  1957  and  last  quarter  1956. 


S  T  A 

F  F 

CASE 

s 

Other 

;  Full- 
■  time 

Part- 

time 

i  Occasional 

Maternity 

:  Tubercul¬ 
osis 

Chronic 

Dec,  56 

1  3^ 

240 

;  59 

31 

37 

778 

166 

March  57 

i  35 

246 

69 

56 

33 

967 

!  123  : 

July  57 

!  32 

243 

65 

i  60 

29 

906 

299 

Oct.  57 

i  32 

244 

;  66 

i  59 

29 

933 

'  380 

Dec.  57 

28 

259 

63 

!  30 

27 

k . 

1011 

356 
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Table  29 


Staff  at  end  of  years  1955  “  57 


Year 

Voluntary  Organisers 

Full-time 
he  Ips 

Part-time  and 
occasional  helps 

1955 

24 

32 

222 

1956 

22 

31 

297 

1957 

29 

29 

336 

Table 

30 

Types 

of 

Cases  -  Total  attended  during 

years 

1955  - 

57 

Year 

Maternity 

Tuber¬ 

culosis 

Chronic  and 
aged 

others 

Total 

1955 

I  375 

^  70 

974 

532 

:  1,951 

1956 

^  293 

64 

1,165 

545 

i  2,067 

1957 

370[22] 

52[36] 

1  ,275[830] 

654[ 85] 

2, 351  [973] 

The  figures  for  1957  In  brackets  are  the  number  of  cases  In  which  help  began  prior 

to  1957. 

Section  29  ; 

Home  Help  Service;  The  growth  of  the  work  of  district  nurses  anc^ 
midwives  is  almost  automatically  dependent  on  a  corresponding  ris^  in  the 
assistance  from  this  service,  and  it  can  be  seen  from  the  figures  if  or 
those  two  groups  that  any  limitations  imposed  on  the  further  expari,sion 
of  the  Home  Help  Service  is  likely  to  cause  an  associated  limitation  on 
the  further  expansion  of  the  home  nursing  service.  The  more  rigi^ 
control  of  this  service  has  been  a  constant  anxiety  to  Home  Help  • 
Organisers  striving  to  preserve  a  balance  between  two  incompatibles\, 
the  nuirber  of  workers  available  and  demands  for  assistance,  sometimes 
desperate,  which  cannot  be  ignored. 

\ 

Maternity  cases  attended  increased  by  77  [from  293  to  370]  i^d 
help  for  the  chronic  sick  and  aged  by  110  [from  1,165  to  1  ,275].  Of^. 
these  latter  830  cases  had  been  on  the  register  in  the  previous  year 
and  were,  in  fact,  long-standing  commitments.  Other  cases  increased  , 
by  284  [from  2,067  to  2,35l].  The  only  decrease  was  in  the  nunber 
of  tuberculosis  cases,  but  of  these  36  were  still  in  receipt  of  help 
from  the  previous  year. 

Staff ;  29  full-time  Home  Helps  [31  in  1956],  259  part-time  and  63 

occasional  ones  v/ere  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  cheaper 
to  en^loy  part-time  rather  than  full-time  workers  since  the  greatest 
demand  is  for  morning  help  but  it  is  not  so  easy  to  meet  the  needs  of 
full-time  cases,  such  as  confinements  or  the  aged  sick  living  alone, 
or  households  where  the  mother  is  away  or  incapacitated.  The 
influenza  epidemic  brought  its  problems  both  in  increased  demand  and 
in  staff  absences,  but  the  service  was  very  creditably  maintained 
during  this  crisis. 

gaining;  Training  continued  during  the  year  and  27  helps  sat  for  the 
National  Institute  of  Houseworkers  tests.  Of  these,  26  passed,  8  with 
credit.  The  county  training  scheme  continued  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 

helps  at  all  centres  but  Stourport  had  had  an  opportunity  of  attending 
a  course  of  lectures.  ^ 
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Family  7/elf  are  cases;  No  nev/  cases  were  started  during  1957.  Help 
to  cases  from  the  previous  year  was  discontinued  and  they  v/ere  classified 
as  '  ordinary  cases.  ’ 

Transport;  The  use  of  motorised  bicycles  or  Corgis  has  been  of 
considerable  assistance  in  rural  areas  -  or  parts  remote  from  ’bus 
services. 

Public  Health  Act  1956  Inspection  of  Nursing  Homes;  The  number  of 
these  registered  remain  unchanged  but  the  beds  provided  increased  by 
20  with  the  closure  of  one,  the  opening  of  another  and  an  extension  at 
three  already  approved. 

Two  Homes  accept  maternity  cases  and  the  nunl)er  of  beds  for 
this  remained  at  7.  Otherwise  there  was  a  gradual  change  in  the 
cases  accepted  from  acute  to  chronic  nursing  ones  and  it  is  sometimes 
difficult  to  differentiate  between  Homes  approved  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  and  Homes  for  old  people  provided  under  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  since  vdth  staffing  difficulties  patients  are  only 
accepted  in  the  former  v/ith  minimal  nursing  needs.  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officers  visited  each  home  twice  during  the  year  and  the  non¬ 
medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives  also  visited  the  maternity  homes.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  district  nursing  Superintendent  can  assist  in  the 
same  way  next  year  in  visits  to  homes  accepting  general  nursing  cases. 

Table  31 


Details  of  openings  and  at'^'endances  -  child  welfare  and  weighing 


centres  1 957 


. . -  Average  Attend- 

DISTRICT  CENTRE  HELD  ; 

.  . ,  ;  1956  .  1957 


Bewdley  Wribbenhall  '  Twice  monthly  [17]  i  22 

Borough  i  : 


Bromsgrove 

Bromsgrove 

lYeekly  and  twice  monthly 

[41] 

:  38 

Urban 

Gatshill 

Neekly 

[32] 

i  33 

Rubery 

Neekly  from  May 

[49] 

:  49 

Bromsgrove 

Alve church 

Tvdce  monthly 

[26] 

^  30 

Rural 

Beoley 

Monthly 

[13] 

:  12 

Belbroughton 

Twice  monthly 

[18] 

;  17 

Gofton  Hackett 

»f  » 

[12] 

!  16 

Glent 

ft  If 

[19] 

i  15 

Finstall 

ft  If 

[19] 

;  21 

,  Hagley 

fi  If 

[33] 

i  32 

Hollywood 

"  ”  from  Jan, 

I  35 

Nest  Heath 

Weekly  from  July 

[35] 

^  32 

V/ythall 

Twice  monthly 

[32] 

1  45 

Droitwich 

Droitvdch 

Weekly 

[57] 

i  52 

Borough  ^ 

i  Droitwich 

Crowle 

Monthly 

^[16] 

^  12 

1  Rural 

Gut nail  Green 

It 

[11] 

;  9 

Fernhill  Heath 

Twice  monthly 

:[21] 

:  12 

;  Hartlebury 

ff  If 

[25] 

!  28 

Onbersley 

Monthly 

[10] 

i  8 

j 
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Average 

Attendances 

DISTRICT 

CENTRE 

HELD 

1956 

1957 

Eve sham 

Evesham 

.  V/eekly 

[31] 

33 

Borough 

Evesham 

Ashton- 

Rural 

under-Hill 

Monthly 

[  8] 

11 

Badsey 

It 

[18] 

25 

Beckford 

n 

[20] 

21 

Bretforton 

II 

[31] 

26 

Broadway 

Twice  monthly 

[24] 

21 

Honeybourne 

Monthly 

[29] 

33 

Kemerton 

If 

[27] 

26 

Littleton 

Tvdce  monthly 

[15] 

19 

Offenham 

Monthly  from  April 

i  [  -] 

29 

Pebworth 

”  "  Jan. 

^  [  -] 

20 

HaJ.es  owe  n 

Blackheath 

y/eekly 

;  [68] 

^  78 

Borough 

Gradley 

II 

[53] 

52 

Halesowen 

II 

;  [74] 

83 

Kidderminster 

Birchen 

Tvdce  monthly 

[22] 

17 

Borough 

Coppice 

Broadv/aters 

Weekly 

[27] 

27 

Coraberton 

.  Yfeekly  from  July 

^  [37] 

35  : 

Coventry  St. 

■  ITeekly 

[43] 

:  45 

Families  Caup 

^  Tv/ice  monthly 

;  [19] 

11 

Tranche 

Y/eekly 

^  [32] 

35 

Foley  Park 

It 

1  [52] 

53  : 

Kidderminster 

Chaddesley 

Rural 

Corbett 

Monthly 

[14] 

13  : 

Blakedovm 

II 

:  [22] 

20 

Cookley 

It 

■  [23] 

23  ^ 

Corst  Hill 

II 

:  [13] 

8  ' 

Rock 

II 

:  [17] 

18  ■ 

V/olverley 

II 

:  [31] 

25 

Malvern 

Lansdovme 

,  Weekly 

;  [37] 

34 

Urban 

Link 

II 

^  [30] 

31 

Newtown 

II 

■  [28] 

20 

V/yche 

‘  Monthly 

:  [11] 

12 

Hartley 

Rural 

Broadheath 

Twice  monthly 

■  [18] 

17 

H  alloy/ 

II  11 

[19] 

22 

Clifton  on 

Teme 

;  Monthly 

^  [  5] 

4 

Holt 

■  Bi-monthly 

[  8] 

4 

Little  Uitley 

It  II 

[  6] 

10 

Shrawley 

11  II 

[10] 

15 

Great  V/itley 

II  II 

[13] 

■  ^7 

Oldbury 

Langley 

;  Tv/ice  weekly 

[  59] 

58 

Borough 

V/arley 

II  II 

[58] 

51 

V/esley 

; 

Street 

;  Y/eekly 

.  [56] 

\  54  ' 
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. 

Average  Atteindanses 

DISTRICT 

CENTRE 

HELD 

1956 

1957  1 

Pershore 

Bredon 

Monthly 

[24] 

;  29 

Rural 

Eckington 

If 

[29] 

23  1 

Pladbury 

Twice  monthly 

[16] 

12 

Pershore 

If  It 

[44] 

:  2f.O  ! 

Stoulton 

ft  It 

[10] 

15  : 

Redditch 

Redditch 

Urban 

[  AbbeydaleJ 

Twice  monthly 

[19] 

26 

Astwood  Bank 
Redditch 

II  II 

[40] 

i  37  ; 

[Batchley] 

Weekly 

[30] 

^  32  ^ 

Feckenhara 
Redditch[  Old 

Monthly 

[12] 

i  13  : 

Vicarage  ] 

Tv/ioe  Weekly  since 

[40] 

^  48  ^ 

Oct, 

i  i 

Stourbridge 

Lye 

Weekly 

[37] 

39  ^ 

Norton 

II 

[52] 

:  35  : 

Pedmore 
Stourbridge  - 

Twice  monthly 

[13] 

13  : 

Infants 

lYeekly 

[47] 

:  54  ^ 

Toddlers 

Twice  monthly 

[  8] 

10 

Uollescote 

Weekly 

[31] 

i  34  1 

Stourport- 

Areley  Kings 

Twice  monthly 

[21] 

:  29  ^ 

On- Severn 

Stourport 

II  If 

[22] 

‘  22 

V/ilden 

Monthly 

[25] 

20 

Tenbury 

Tenbury 

Twice  monthly 

[22] 

^  23  ^ 

Rural 

• 

Upton-upon- 

Callov/  End 

Monthly 

[13] 

^  15  : 

Severn 

Hanley  Swan 

II 

[11] 

12 

Kempsey 

II 

L46J 

i  40  ; 

Upton-upon- 

Twice  monthly 

[17] 

:  17  ^ 

Severn 

Mobile 

Clinics 

PLACE 

:  Number  of 
Visits 

Average 

Attendance 

Alfrick 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

12 

12 

Bisharrpton 

•  •  • 

#  •  • 

10 

27 

Childswickham 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

12 

12 

Eastham  [  alternate  months] 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6 

13 

Haribury 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

12 

14 

Leigh 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

11 

15 

Lindridge  [  alternate  months] 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

21 

Longdon 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

12 

31 

Mart ley 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

11 

21 

Sedgeberrow 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

11 

18 

V/elland  [vehicle  comes  once 

monthly] 

•  •  • 

23 

17 
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Y/eighing  Centres 

I  .  ;  Average 

:  Attendance 


i  Evesham  ...  ...  ...  28 

■  Madeley  Heath  ...  ...  ...  6 

;  Norton  [V^orcester]  ..  ...  ...  10 

Stoke  Works  ...  ...  ...  11 

?  Suckley  ...  ...  ...  2 
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VAGCII^TION  AM)  IM/RJNISATIQN  [  Section  26] 


Smallpox  Vaccination.  The  following  is  the  vaccination  return  for 
the  County  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1957:** 


&ge  at  date  of 
vaecl nation 

Under  1 

1 

i  2  - 

5  to  Ik 

15  or 
over 

Total 

No,  vaccinated 

3,596 

220 

:  1Vf 

1  139 

^  140 

:  4,039 

No.  re-vacclnated 

- 

- 

20 

35 

217 

292 

There  were  two  cases  of  generalised  vaccinia. 

The  corresponding  total  of  primary  vaccinations  for  the  year  195^  was 

3 ,467. 

Of  the  4,039  primary  vaccinations,  793  were  performed  at  clinics  being 
19.7^  coEnpared  with  19.8^  for  1956, 

The  following  table  gives  the  figures  for  each  County  District: - 
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Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population 


Number  of  children  at  31st  December  1957,  who  had  completed 
a  course  of  diphtheria  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date 
[  i,  e.  at  any  time  since  1st  January  1943]. 


Age  on  31 .12.57. 

(I.e,  born  in  year) 

Under  1 

1957 

1  to  U 
1953-1956 

5-9 

19Z18-1952 

10  to  14 

1943-19^7 

Under  1 5  ; 
Total 

A.  Number  of  children 
who  have  completed 
course  [primary  or 
booster]  in  the 
period  1953-1957 

717 

17,356 

24,472 

6,774 

49,319 

B.  Number  of  children 
who  have  conpleted 
course  [primary  or 
booster]  in  the 
period  1952  or 
earlier 

6,726 

24,403 

31 ,129 

C,  Estimated  mid-year 
child  population 

6,350 

24,950 

. 

1 

70,100  ;  101,400 

Immunity  Index 

iooA/c 

69.  6^ 

44.  48.  6^ 

There  were  no  notifications  of  diphtheria  in  the  0-13  age 
group  in  the  County  during  1 957. 
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Diphtheria  Iiomunisation  -  Annual  Return  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1957 

Number  of  children  at  31st  December  1937  viio  had  completed  a  course 
of  Inmunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.e.  at  any  time  since 

1st  January  1943) 

Last  complete  course  of  injections  (whether  primary  or  booster) 


B.  C,  G-.  Vaccination  of  School  Children 


The  scheme  for  tuberculin  testing  and  B.  C.  G.  inoculation  of 
13  year  old  school  children  operated  v^ithout  change  again  this  year 
and  the  follov/ing  table  gives  the  results 

B.  C.  G.  Vaccination  1937 
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Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

Circular  6/57  of  the  Hinistry  of  Health  dated  14th  May,  1957 
extended  the  scheme  to  include  children  born  in  1955  and  1956  and 
provided  for  a  second  opportunity  to  be  given  to  children  born  in  the 
years  1947  to  1954  inclusive  v/ho  had  not  hitherto  been  registered. 

On  the  instructions  of  the  Health  Committee  the  scheme  was 
widely  publicised,  full  use  being  made  of  posters,  press,  radio  and 
letters  to  parents  issued  through  the  County  schools. 

Circular  16/57  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  dated  19th  November, 
1957,  announced  the  extension  of  vaccination  arrangements  to  include 
all  children  under  age  15,  expectant  mothers,  general  practitioners  and 
their  families  and  local  health  authority  ambulance  staff  and  their 
families. 


The  Minister  stated  that  this  extension  v;as  possible  as  a 
tenporary  measure  because  Salk  vaccine  manufacturered  in  Canada  and 
the  United  States  was  being  imported. 

As  a  first  step  the  parents  of  some  37,000  children  already 
registered  had  to  be  given  the  opportunity  of  refusing  the  Salk  vaccine 
and  they  v/ere  also  asked  to  say  v/hether  they  mnted  the  vaccination 
performed  by  their  ov/n  doctor. 

The  extension  of  the  programme  was  then  advertised  in  the 
press  and  the  parents  of  children  in  the  new  age  groups  1943  ~  1946 
were  approached  through  the  schools. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  54,051  persons  had  been  registered  the 
the  first  delivery  of  Salk  vaccine  v/as  still  av/aited,  in  fact  it  did 
not  arrive  until  the  8th  January  1958  and  then  only  200  doses.  Another 
200  doses  followed  on  the  29th  January  1958  but  it  was  not  until  the 
14th  February  1958  that  the  first  substantial  issue  [2f4,100  doses]  was 
received  and  the  mass  vaccination  programme  could  at  long  last  be 
started. 

Whooping  Cough  Vaccination 

With  the  approval  of  the  1, finis  try  of  Health  the  County 
Council's  scheme  under  Section  26  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946  was  extended  to  include  vaccination  against  whooping  cough. 

Generally  the  arrangements  v/hich  became  operative  on  the  1  st 
April,  1957  were  similar  to  those  operating  for  diphtheria  immunisation. 

Ambulance  Service  [Section  27] 


The  total  cases  conveyed  during  the  year  showed  a  decrease 
of  282  comparedm‘8:i the  number  conveyed  in  1956.  The  mileage  increased 
by  519  miles,  the  miles  per  case  remaining  at  4.0. 

2,561  accident  cases  were  conveyed,  compared  with  2,472  the 
previous  year,  and  out-patient  treatment  cases  were  93,773  compared  v/ith 
99,082. 


No  additional  staff  were  engaged,  but  there  will  be  a  need  for 
further  appointments  in  the  future  if  there  is  any  extension  in  the 
present  v/ork. 
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still  more  use  v/as  made  of  the  facilities  for  conveying 
patients  by  railway,  676  being  conveyed  as  compared  with  584  in  195^. 
Every  encouragement  is  given  for  patients  to  travel  by  railway 
v/henever  reasonably  possible,  and  persistence  is  having  its  reward. 

There  v;ould  seem  to  be  an  increasing  number  of  patients 
recommended  for  prolonged  periods  of  out-patient  treatment  in  viiich 
ambulance  or  car  transport  is  required.  These  patients  inpose  a 
great  strain  on  the  resources  available,  and  in  some  cases  a  single 
patient’s  travelling  costs  upwards  of  £100  in  only  a  fev/  months, 

A  great  deal  of  time  is  spent  at  headquarters  and  the 
ambulance  stations  arranging  journeys  so  that  the  maximum  nunber  of 
patients  can  be  carried  on  one  journey,  and  avoiding  the  use  of 
several  vehicles. 

Anbulance  Stations 


No  new  stations  were  built  during  the  year.  It  is,  hov/ever, 
expected  that  the  building  of  a  new  station  at  Stourbridge  will 
commence  in  the  very  near  future.  It  is  becoming  increasingly 
difficult  to  accommodate  adequately  the  nunber  of  vehicles  nov;  used, 
including  those  kept  for  civil  defence  use. 

New  Vehicles 


Seven  new  Morris  L.D,  1.  ambulances  were  purchased  during  the 
year,  as  well  as  a  diesel  sitting  case  ambulance.  The  fleet  is  now 
an  up  to  date  one,  and  it  v/ill  be  possible  by  yearly  replacement  to 
ensure  that  the  older  vehicles  are  not  retained  beyond  the  time  when 
costly  repairs  become  necessary. 

It  is  not  yet  possible  to  report  fully  on  the  diesel 
ambulance. 

Voluntary  Agency 

The  ITorcester  City  and  District  Voluntary  iinbulance  Committee 
continued  to  serve  Worcester  City  and  the  surrounding  county  areas,  and 
during  the  year  1  ,941  county  cases  were  conveyed  a  total  of  33,064.  iJiiles 
compared  with  1,826  cases  and  30,968  miles  in  1956, 

The  building  of  the  new  Worcester  Ambulance  Station,  the  cost? 
of  which  is  being  borne  equally  by  the  County  and  City  Councils,  was 
nearing  completion  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Hospital  and  Hire  Car  Services 

Hospital  and  hire  cars  were  still  used  extensively  to  convey 
sitting  cases  and  conserve  ambulances.  Again,  the  mileage  shov/s 
[see  Table  A]  a  reduction  over  that  for  1956.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  use  of  hospital  and  hire  cars  is  cheaper  than  the  authority  buying 
its  own  cars  and  employing  additional  drivers.  Hire  cars  in  the 
majority  of  instances  can  be  obtained  at  a  moment's  notice,  and  the 
arrangements  made,  work  very  well  in  practice. 

Civil  Defence  Ambulance  and  Casualty  Collecting  Section 

\f±th  the  addition  of  tv/o  further  centrally  trained  instructors, 
training  continued  in  all  areas.  Two  full  scale  section  exercises  were 
held  from  v;hich  lessons  were  learnt  for  the  future.  Exercises  were  also 
held  in  conjunction  with  other  sections,  and  there  was  no  lack  of 
volunteers  to  participate. 
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At  the  conclusion  of  the  v/inter  session  a  section  team 
competition  is  being  held,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  become  an 
annual  event, 

A  Bedford  civil  defence  anbulance  v/hich  was  delivered  on 
loan  has  fulfilled  a  long  felt  need  for  practical  training.  The 
main  need  is  still  for  training  equipment,  but  approval  has  now  been 
given  for  its  purchase,  and  delivery  is  expected  shortly. 

During  August,  all  the  whole-time  peacetime  staff  were  given 
a  full  course  of  section  training. 

Volunteers 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  hard-core  of  members  of  the  British 
Red  Cross  and  St,  John  Ambulance  Association  for  their  help  at  the 
ambulance  stations  and  as  escorts  on  railv/ay  Journeys,  Also,  to  the 
many  men±)ers  of  the  hospital  car  service,  v/ho  do  such  valuable  work 
in  all  kinds  of  weather,  I  hope  we  shall  continue  to  have  this 
assistance,  without  which  it  would  not  be  possible  to  run  such  an 
efficient  as  well  as  economical  service. 
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77orcester  City  and  District  Voluntary  A^nbulance  Committee 
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TABIS  A  -  Cases  conveyed  and  mileages  covered  by  anibulcnces,  hospital  and  hire  cai’s 


TABLE  B.  Establishment  at  31st  December  1957 


No.  of 

Driver-Attendants 

Ambulance 

station 

vehicles 

Whole-time  Part 

-time 

Broms grove 

6 

•f  ••  •  . 

7 

- 

Droitv/ich 

1 

1 

:  Evesham 

2 

- 

2 

.  Halesov/en 

5 

6 

— 

■  Kidderminster 

6 

7 

— 

'  Malvern 

4 

5 

— 

;  Oldbury 

5 

6 

— 

Pershore 

1 

— 

3 

^  Redditch 

5 

6 

— 

Stourbridge 

5 

6 

— 

:  Tenbury 

1 

- 

2 

:  ’iTythall 

1 

- 

— 

■  Hayley  Creen  Hospital.  . 

2 

- 

1 

Relief  Driver- 

•Attendants 

- 

3 

— 

^+4 

47 
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TUBERCULOSIS  1 957 

Mr.  R.  B,  Mayfield,  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  Consultant 
Chest  Physician  has  given  the  follov;ing:- 

Table  I  shov/s  the  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  during  the 
past  five  years.  The  nev/  low  record  of  notifications  which  v;as 
observed  last  year  has  been  bettered  in  1957,  and  must  be  taken  as 
reflecting  a  real  drop  in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  the  County, 
It  seems  that  the  epidemic  which  began  before  the  days  of  Hippocrates 
is  at  last  beginning  to  come  under  control.  The  x-^ossibility  of 
bringing  it  to  an  end  within  the  lifetime  of  many  of  us  provides  a 
real  incentive  for  contact  T/ork  and  other  case- finding  endeavours. 

Table  II,  records  that  the  low  death  rate  of  1956  has  been 
maintained,  and  Table  III,  shows  notification  and  death  rates  in  the 
various  districts  of  the  County, 

Table  IV,  summarises  the  important  y/ork  of  contact  examination 
during  the  year. 

The  general  organisation  for  prevention  and  after-care 
remains  substantially  the  same. 
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TjlBLE  I 


Notification  of  Tuberculosis 
Respiratory  Non-Respiratory  All  Forms* 


Y 

E 

A 

R 

No. of 
cases 

■  Rate  per 

1,000 

1  population  ; 

No,  of 
Cases 

Rate  per 

1,000 

population 

No.  of 
cases 

Rate  per 

1 ,000 

population , 

!  1953 

272 

0.  67 

26 

0.  06 

298 

0.73  ^ 

!  1954 

327 

1  0.  80 

47 

0.11 

374 

0.91  ^ 

.  1955 

304 

:  0. 74 

21 

0.  05 

325 

0.79  ^ 

1956 

227 

1  0. 54 

37 

0.  09 

264 

0.  65  : 

1957 

193 

0. 46 

31 

0.07 

224 

0.53  i 

TiVBLE 

II 

Deaths 

from 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

All 

Forms 

tx  H  «a;  cs  ■ 

No.  of 

deaths 

Rate  peri 

1 ,000 

population 

No,  of 

deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

No.  of 
deaths 

Rate  per  ; 

1 ,000 

population 

1953  i 

72 

0. 1  8 

10 

0.02 

;  82 

1  0. 20  ; 

1954 

52 

0. 1  2 

7 

0.02 

;  39 

0.14  i 

1955; 

48 

0.  1  2 

6 

0.01 

1  34 

I  0.13  i 

1956  1 

43 

i  0.10 

2 

0.  005 

^  45 

0. 1 1  1 

1957  1 

37 

I  0. 09 

5 

0.01 

i  42 

0. 10  ; 

TABLE  III 

Notification  and  death  rates  in  districts 

1957 


. 

Population 

District 

Notific¬ 

ation 

rate 

per  1,000 
population 

Death 
rate  per 
1,000 

population^ 

Total 
cases 
notl  f 
ed 

Total  i 
deaths : 

4920 

Bewdley  Borough 

0.41 

— 

2 

- 

30910 

Broms grove  Urban 

0.  55 

;  0. 06 

17 

2  1 

6850 

Droitv/ich  Borough 

0.73 

-  ; 

5 

- 

12330 

Evesham  Borough 

0.  90 

i  0. 1 6 

11 

2 

42950 

Halesov/en  Borough 

0. 37 

;  0.  07  ; 

16 

3  ; 

39320 

Kidderminster  Borough 

0. 43 

;  0.  05 

17 

2 

24880 

Malvern  Urban 

0.  60 

^  0. 1 2  ; 

15 

3  i 

54770 

Oldbury  Borough 

0.73 

^0.15 

40 

8 

32220 

Redditch  Urban 

0.56 

:  0. 1 2 

18 

4  ; 
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TABLE  III  [  continued] 

Notification  and  death  rates  In  districts  1957  (continued) 


Population 

District 

Notification 
rate  per 

1 ,000  popul¬ 
ation 

Death 
rate  per 
;  1,000  1 
i  population; 

Total 

cases  : Total 
notified  deaths! 

i  39130 

Stourbridge  Borough 

0.36 

1  0. 08  : 

14 

;  3  ; 

j  11020 

Stourport  Urban 

0.  81 

0. 27  : 

9 

3  ; 

I  32600 

Broms grove  Rural 

0.40 

0.  06  ; 

13 

2  : 

'  1 3580 

Droitvd-ch  Rural 

0.  81 

0. 1 5  i 

11 

2 

1  1 6730 

Evesham  Rural 

0. 24 

0. 1 2  1 

4 

2 

;  1 2560 

Kidderminster  Rural 

0.  39 

- 

3 

- 

■  1 1 800 

Hartley  Rural 

0.59 

0. 08  i 

7 

1 

i  I6i4if0 

j  Pershore  Rural 

0. 67 

0. 06  i 

11 

1 

1  5360 

1  Tenbury  Rural 

0.37 

- 

2 

- 

1  14830 

1  Upton  upon  Severn  Rural 

0.54 

0. 27  : 

8 

;  4 

^423,200 

^  Y/hole  County 

0.53 

0. 1  0  : 

225 

:  42 

TABLE  IV 

New  Contacts  examined 

in  the  Che 

st  Clinics 

Chest  Clinic 


Brorric grove  General 
Corbett  Hospital 
Kidderminster  Gen. 
Langley 

Smallwood  Hospital 
Worcester  Royal  In.  *** 

Vdiole  County  + 
Worcester  City 


New 

Contacts 

examined 

Numbers  of 
contacts 
diagnosed 
tuberculous 

Totals  of 
cases  notified 
tuberculous 

Number  of 
contacts 
‘  examined  per 
new  notified 
case 

78 

1 

22 

3.4 

1  175 

5 

30 

*5.8 

!  141 

1 

35 

A-.  0 

1  133 

1 

40 

1  121 

26 

4.7 

^'810 

128 

6.3 

1  1i|.58 

CM 

281 

5.2 

Separate  figures  for  County  and  City  Contacts  examined  at 
the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  Chest  Clinic  are  not  available, 

+  Includes  Worcester  as  v^/ell  as  County  notifications. 


PAGE  50. 


Occupational  Therapy 


During  the  year  1957,  110  patients  have  received  1,326 
visits.  A  proportion  of  non- tuberculous  patients  in  all  areas 
have  been  added  to  the  register  ovdng  to  a  drop  in  the  number  of 
tuberculous  patients  requiring  attention  from  the  Occupational 
Therapists. 

In  June  Hiss  A.  H.  Lay,  left  the  service  of  the  County 
Council  and  in  November  Hiss  J. D.  Fletcher  was  appointed.  The 
county  v/as  re-divided  into  suitable  areas  for  occupational  therapy 
purposes  and  Miss  Stott  was  made  responsible  for  this  service  in: 

Stourbridge,  Halesowen, 

Kidderminster,  Broms grove. 

Per shore,  Evesham, 

Broadway. 

and  Miss  Fletcher  for; 

Oldbury, 

Droitwich, 

Hartley, 

lYorcester  City. 

It  was  decided  that  an  effort  should  be  made  in  future  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  stock  carried  to  below  £300. 

Three  successful  displays  and  sales  of  patients  work  were 
held  during  the  year. 

Physiotherapy  and  Orthopaedics 

The  following  reports  have  been  supplied  by  Miss  Jeavons 
and  Mrs.  Johns  on; - 

The  work  has  continued  as  in  1956  with  supeorvision  of 
plasters,  splints,  surgical  footv/ear  and  special  alterations  to  shoes. 

Remedial  and  breathing  exercises,  including  asthma  classes 
at  the  Open  Air  School,  Malvern,  have  been  carried  out  under 
instructions  from  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeons  and  the  school  medical 
officers.  Parents  have  been  instructed  hov/  these  should  be  carried 
out  at  home,  but  v/hetjier,  in  many  cases,  they  do  so,  is  a  debatable 
point. 

Monthly  visits  ,to  the  child  welfare  clinics  at  Evesham, 
Malvern  and  Pershore  have  continued  and  many  children  vn.th  minor 
orthopaedic  defects  have  seen.  The  health  visitors  have  been 

most  co-operative  in  referring  these  children  at  an  aarly  age. 

Quite  a  large  number  of  congenital  talipes  have  been  treated 
under  the  supervision  of  the  .orthopaedic  surgeon.  Fortunately  the 
majority  of  these  are  of  a  mirror  nature  and  respond  well  to  treatment 
and  are  usually  referred  v/ithin  a  few  hours  or  days  of  birth.  Only 
two  babies  were  born  with  club  Teet  during  1956  in  the  south  of  the 
County, 

Relaxation  classes  at  Halve jn  have  been  held  fortnightly  mth 
an  average  of  1  6  patients  per  afternoon. 

D.B.  JEAVONS,  M.  C.  S.P.  ,  0.  N.  C. 


Reddi toh, 

Malvern, 

Stourport  on  Severn, 
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*'The  Orthopaedic  work  has  follov./’ed  the  usual  pattern. 


SCHOOL  giiLDHEl^ 

1.  FEET  AND  FOOTT/EAR 


Routine  inspections  of  school  children  shov/  that  v/hilst  the 
general  quality  of  footv;ear  is  good,  far  too  many  children 
v/ear  shoes  v/hich  are  too  small.  This  is  most  noticeable 
in  infant  schools  and  amongst  teenage  girls,  a  great  many  of 
whom  v/ear  casual  type  shoes.  These  are  entirely  unsuitable 
for  grov/ing  feet. 

A  school  'uniform  to  include  a  suitable  t3q)e  of  shoe  v/ould, 
I  am  sure,  do  a  great  deal  to  eliminate  many  minor  foot 
defects. 

2.  POSTURE 


The  general  inpression  is  that  posture  is  improving, 
particularly  in  schools  which  have  good  Physical  Education 
facilities.  I  feel  the  inclusion  of  some  "Swedish  Drill" 
in  the  syllabus  would  add  to  this  irapro^^ement. 

IRFARTS 

It  is  a  welcome  sign  that  many  mothers  of  toddlers  are 
seeking  advice  with  regard  to  footv/ear  and  minor  foot  defects. 
In  an  effort  to  encourage  the  interest  shov/n  by  these  mothers 
I  have  made  periodic  visits  to  several  Infant  V/elfare  Centres. 

AFTER  CilRE 


The  early  discharge  of  children  from  hospitals,  in  plasters, 
on  spinal  frames  etc.  has  necessitated  a  great  deal  of 
domiciliary  visiting. 

Children  who  have  attended  Orthopaedic  Clinics  for  minor 
conditions  have  been  follov/ed  up  either  at  home  or  at  school.  " 

K.  J.  JOHNSON,  S.  R.  N.  ,  0.  N.  C.  , 

M.  a  I* 


Convalescent  Treatment 

~  -  -rn-r  r  -  -  -  ,  .  r  ^ 

The  demand  for  this  service  fell  slightly  this  year  207 
cases  being  sent  to  29  convalescent  Homes  compared  with  224  and  31  in 
1 956.  The  service  continued  to  be  of  real  value  to  the  individual 
patient  and  to  the  community. 

Rather  more  cases  were  recommended  this  year  during  the  lYixiter 
months  although  the  heaviest  demand  occurred  during  the  Summer  mionths. 

Escorts  were  provided  and  special  transport  arranged  where 
necessary. 
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As  in  previous  years  all  the  cases  were  referred  either 
by  hospitals  or  general  practitioners.  The  patients  contributed 
tov;’ards  the  cost  according  to  their  means ^  about  30^  of  the 
patients  were  in  receipt  of  National  Assistance, 

The  usual  stay  at  a  convalescent  home  is  tv/o  weeks  and 
the  majority  of  patients  went  to  well~knov/n  Homes,  A  report  is 
obtained  upon  any  Home  not  already  known  to  the  County  Council, 

Medical  Comforts  Depots 

I  again  extend  my  grateful  thanks  and  those  of  the  community 
to  the  personnel  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society  for  the  untiring  voluntary  work  they  undertake 
in  establishing  medical  comforts  depots  in  many  parts  of  the  county. 

This  is  a  most  admirable  service  vdiich  is  apxjreciated  by 
all  concerned. 

The  articles  of  equipment,  which  are  so  vital  and  necessary 
for  patients  at  home,  are  issued  on  a  recommendation  from  a  doctor  or 
nurse.  Only  a  small  deposit  is  required  and  this  is  refunded  v/hen 
the  equipment  is  returned  to  the  depot.  The  County  Council  are 
^^s-Ppy  'to  make  an  annual  grant  to  each  organisation  in  order  that 
adequate  stocks  can  be  maintained. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Somers,  the  County  Commissioner  of  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade,  has  very  kindly  supplied  the  following  report  on 
the  medical  comforts  depots  for  which  his  Brigade  are  responsible. 

During  1957  continued  use  was  made  of  all  our  depots,  and 
a  new  one  was  opened  at  our  County  Headquarters  in  St.  John  House, 

34  The  Tything,  V/orcester.  Here  there  is  sufficient  accommodation 
to  house  the  more  bulky  articles  such  as  invalid  chairs,  commodes 
etc.  ,  on  v/hich  to  drav/  for  other  depots  as  required. 

The  number  of  articles  issued  during  the  year  was  ^  ,256. 

Droitwich:  Number  of  articles  issued  slightly  up  on  last  year,  and 
additional  back  rests  and  air  rings  have  been  issued.  Repairs  to 
various  articles  have  been  paid  for  by  deposits  v;hich  have  been  given 
to  the  funds  when  returning  the  articles  borrowed. 

Dudley;  Depot  maintained  in  excellent  condition.  Here  again  more 
air  rings,  back  rests  and  bed  pans  have  been  required.  Thanks  are 
expressed  to  menbers  for  their  v/ork  in  cleaning  articles  returned 
unfit  for  re-issue  because  of  their  condition. 

Guarlford;  This  small  depot  is  proving  useful  in  the  village  and 
is  adequately  stocked, 

Halesowen;  This  depot  is  again  faced  v/ith  the  problem  of  settling 
in  at  new  headquarters,  but  the  new  premises  are  v/ell  placed  to  give 
service  to  the  people  of  the  town. 

Hanley  Castle;  The  District  Nurse  and  the  v;ife  of  the  Vicar  continue 
to  supply  any  articles  required. 
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Hill  &  Cakemore;  This  depot  has  a  good  team  of  helpers  and  runs 
very  satisfactorily.  Two  of  their  workers  live  near  the  depot, 
and  vdll  go  along  to  issue  any  urgently  required  articles  at  any 
time  when  the  depot  is  not  officially  open, 

Kempsey;  This  depot  is  adequately  stocked  for  the  requirements 
of  this  small  populace,  and  gratitude  is  often  ex]pressed  for  its 
services. 

Lye:  A  very  small  decrease  in  the  demand,  but  the  depot  is  still 

proving  very  useful  and  needs  rather  more  stock. 

Malvern;  The  YLV.  S.  has  now  taken  over  the  housing  of  the  depot 
at  their  office  and  is  responsible  for  issuing  the  articles,  and 
this  arrangement  has  proved  most  satisfactory,  as  the  depot  is  now 
in  the  very  centre  of  the  town.  Quite  a  nur±>er  of  gifts  have  been 
made  to  the  depot,  and  people  have  expressed  appreciation  of  its 
facilities. 

Oldbury:  One  of  our  most  active  depots,  with  a  very  keen  Officer 
in  charge  v/ho  is  constantly  wanting  more  articles. 

Pov/ick;  This  depot  continues  to  serve  the  village,  and  is  much 
appreciated.  An  attractively  painted  notice  on  the  gate  of  the 
house  where  the  depot  is  situated  was  contributed  by  a  local  sign- 
v/riter  in  appreciation  of  the  depot’ s  activities. 

Redditch  No,  ^  ;  Here  again  the  depot  is  housed  and  administered 
by  the  '.A V.  S.  212  articles  were  issued  during  the  year,  and  there 
is  a  constant  demaru:!  for  more  articles, 

Redditch  No,  2;  40  articles  v/ere  issued  from  this  depot,  which  during 
the  year  had  to  vacate  its  premises  and  therefore  worked  under  a 
handicap.  It  v/ill  be  transferred  to  the  new  S.  J,  A.  B.  headquarters 
as  soon  as  they  are  completed,  and  will  continue  to  serve  that  part 
of  Redditch, 

Stourbridge;  This  is  an  efficiently  run  depot,  and  is  very  well 
stocked. 


Upton- upon- Severn;  A  small  depot  still  serving  a  useful  purpose, 

v;ith  everything  kept  in  good  condition. 

lYorcester;  A  very  fully  stocked  depot  which  should  be  of  great 
use  in  the  city.  It  is  available  all  the  time  the  County  office  is 
opjen,  and  it  is  possible  to  get  articles  at  other  times  by  the  kind 
co-o^jeration  of  the  Nursing  Institute  opposite. 

Lt.  Col.  J.H.A.  Dean,  County  Director  of  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society  [Worcestershire  Branch]  to  v/hom  we  are  all  indebted, 
has  been  kind  enough  to  supply  a  detailed  report  on  activities  of  the 
oociety  througnout  tne  year.  The  follov/ing  are  interesting  extracts 
from  the  Report  which  principally  refer  to  help  given  within  the 
county  for  services  wnich  can  be  described  as  being  allied  to  the 
Health  Department, 
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Personnel 


Anibulance 

Service 


Nursing; 


V/elfare 

Activities 


Total  personnel  including  V. A.D. 

Members,  Members  and  Cadets 
[a  considerable  increase  on  the 

previous  year].  1,664 

The  ITorcester  and  District  Voluntary 
Ambulance  Service  H. Q.  is  manned  out 
of  working  hours  on  5  nights  a  week 
and  including  Saturday  afternoon  and 
the  v^hole  of  Sunday. 

The  ITythall  Detachment  is  permanently 
on  call  to  the  V/ythall  Ambulance  Station. 

Assistance  is  given  at  several  other 
Ambulance  Stations  in  the  County. 

Number  of  visits  made  by  V.  A.  D.  personnel 


at  District  Nurses  request.  I48 

Nurriber  of  Medical  Loan  Depots  in  the 

County.  1 3 

Nuirber  of  articles  issued  from  these 

centres.  1,297 

Instances  in  which  personnel  helped  in 

v/elfare  v/ork.  6 

Number  of  escort  duties  undertaken  during 

the  year.  1 49 

Number  of  after  care  and  home  visiting 

cases  handled  by  personnel  during  the 

year.  Over  1 ,000 

Number  of  patients  helped  by  personnel 

by  diversional  occupations  in  their  o^vn 

homes.  38 

Number  of  patients  helped  by  personnel 

v/ith  other  activities.  I8 

Old  People*  s  Clubs.  3 

Disabled  Persons  Clubs.  3 

Chiropody  Service  v;ith  Old  People’ s  Clubs.  3 

Number  of  disabled  people  taken  on 

holiday  to  a  Red  Cross  Home  in  Yorkshire,  11 

Nuriber  of  occasions  where  clothing,  bedding 
or  furniture  were  issued,  130 

A  Flood  Relief  Boat  is  maintained  and  can 
be  towed  to  any  part  of  the  County  by 
Ambulance, 
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V/'ith  the  help  of  the  R,  A,  E«  N,  [  Radio 
Amateur  Emergency  Network]  an  extra  link 
can  be  supplied  for  the  assistance  of  the 
Authorities  in  the  event  of  a  major 
accident  or  other  disaster. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  know  that  meiribers  of  this  Society 
can  be  approached  at  any  time  concerning  new  activities  v/hich  rrb.ght 
occur  and  for  v/hich  they  cannot  be  praised  too  highly.  This  gives 
a  clear  indication  of  the  voluntar3'’  spirit  still  prevailing  v/ithin 
the  community  and  from  the  numbers  of  personnel  mentioned  the 
prospect  for  the  future  is  even  brighter. 


Smoking  and  Lung  Cancer; 

The  connection  betv/een  tobacco  smoking  and  cancer  of  the  lung 
has  been  carefully  considered  throughout  the  years  follov/ing  the 
important  statement  on  this  subject  made  by  the  Minister  of  Health 
concerning  advice  given  to  the  Government  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council,  viz,  that  "the  most  reasonable  interpretation  of  the  very 
great  increase  in  deaths  from  lung  cancer  in  males  during  the  past 
twenty  five  years  is  that  a  major  part  of  it  is  caused  by  smoking 
tobacco,  particularly  heavy  cigarette  smoking.  " 

It  is  pleasing  to  know  that  having  considered  this  statement 
the  Education  Committee  were  of  the  same  mind  as  the  Health  Committee 
and  that  it  was  agreed  that  in  schools  v/ith  senior  pupils  some 
positive  steps  ought  to  be  talcen  to  discourage  children  from  starting 
to  smoke  when  they  leave  school.  It  was  recognised  that  success  ■ 
v/ould  depend  very  largely  on  adopting  suitable  methods  and  that  more 
harm  than  good  might  be  done  by  a  v/rong  approach,  e.  g.  by  instilling 
a  fear  of  serious  illness  in  later  life. 

The  Teachers'  Advisory  Committee  endorsed  this  view  and 
advised  that  this  matter  should  be  dealt  with  rather  as  an  aspect 
of  health  education,  with  its  emphasis  on  physical  and  mental  fitness, 

17ith  regard  to  adults  it  was  agreed  that  at  least  for  the 
time  being  nothing  further  than  the  distribution  of  posters  etc.  on 
this  subject  should  be  embarked  upon. 

Venereal  Diseases: 


The  follov/ing  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  Hospitals 
at  which  the  patients  attended: - 


Treatment 

Centre 

Number 

of  Worcestershire  Cases 

Syphilis 

Gon, 

:  Not  V.D. 

;  Total 

V/ORCESTER 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

6 

7 

34 

KIDDERIvIINSTER 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5 

1 

30 

BIRI;HNGHAM  . . 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

4 

:  22 

79  j 

I  103 

DUDLEY 

*  •  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

4 

27 

33 

TOTALS  1957: 

17 

■  34 

190 
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Venereal  Diseases  [  continued] 


Treatnent  Centre 

Number  of  Worcestershire  Cases 

i  Syphilis 

Con, 

;  Not  V.D. 

Total 

1 956  . . . 

16 

33 

230 

279 

;  1 955  . . . 

16 

31 

191 

238 

1954  ^ 

34 

29 

247 

310 

1953... 

46 

61 

285 

392 

1952  ... 

53 

78 

271 

402 

1951 

54 

44 

;  259 

357 

1950... 

42 

52 

1  279 

373 

1949  ... 

68 

98 

311 

477 

1948... 

105 

111 

350 

566 

1 947  . . . 

104 

142 

450 

696  1 

I  194£  ... 

126 

226 

592 

944- 

1945... 

88 

140 

675 

903  1 

1 944  . . . 

93 

70 

555 

718  j 

1943... 

114 

129 

661 

899  I 

1942... 

94 

135 

517 

746 

1 941  . . . 

58 

99 

304 

462  i 

1940  ... 

55 

126 

241 

422  I 

1939... 

33 

83 

237 

353  I 

1 

1 958  . . . 

48 

136 

187 

373  i 

1 

\ 

IvlEMTAL  HEAL'ffl  SERVICE 


1.  ADtUMBTRATION 

Mental  Health  Sub -Commit tee 

.  . .  ^ 

The  County  Council’ s  po-wers  in  relation  to  mental  health 
have  been  delegated  to  the  mental  health  sub-committee  which  is 
constituted  as  stated  in  my  previous  reports,  The  medical 
superintendents  of  the  mental  hospitals  and  the  mental  deficiency 
institution  in  the  county  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Sub-Committee 
in  an  advisory  capacity. 

Staff 

The  staff  consists  of  an  administrative  niental  health 
officer,  five  duly  authorised  officers,  three  assistant  duly 
authorised  officers,  and  two  psychiatric  social  v/or^kers.  The  post 
of  mental  health  worker  [female]  became  vacant  during  the  year  and 
despite  repeated  advertisements  remains  unfilled.  Eleven  mental 
health  w'orkers  are  employed  at  the  occupation  centres. 
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Co-Ordination  v/ith  Rep;ional  Hospital  Boards,  Etc. 

Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Birmingham 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  Board’s  officers  are  available 
for  consultation  v;henever  required.  Cases  on  licence  from 
institutions  are  sujjervised  by  the  Council' s  off icers  on  behalf 
of  Hospital  Management  Committees  and  periodic  reports  on  their 
progress  are  made.  In  addition  the  services  of  the  social  workers 
have  been  made  available  for  use  by  the  mental  hospitals  in  the 
County. 

Voluntary  Associations 

There  are  no  voluntary  associations  in  the  county 
particularly  dealing  v/ith  mental  health  but  use  is  made  of  the^ 
service  of  the  Guardianship  Society  at  Brighton  for  the  supervision 
of  oases  under  guardianship  at  Eastbourne. 

Several  branches  of  the  National  Association  of  Parents  of 
Mentally  Handicapped  Children  are  in  existence  in  the  county  and  do 
much  to  foster  interest  in  the  education  of  such  children. 

Voluntary  lYelfare  Committees  have  been  established  in 
connection  v/ith  the  Occupation  Centres  at  Halesowen,  Stourport-on- 
Severn  and  Broms grove. 

Staff  Training 


During  the  year  a  member  of  the  occupation  centre  staff 
obtained  her  diploma  as  a  Teacher  of  Mentally  Handicapped  Children 
after  attendance  at  the  full-time  course  established  by  the 
National  Association  of  Mental  Health  in  London.  Two  other  members 
of  the  staff  are  attending  a  tv/o-year  course  in  Birmingham  in  order 
to  qualify  for  their  diplomas. 


2.  CQinvlIJNETY  NORK 
Prevention,  Care  and  After-Care 

Mental  defectives  in  the  community  [  supervision,  guardianship 
and  licence]  continue  to  be  visited  by  the  duly  authorised  officers 
and  health  visitors. 

After-care  in  connection  with  mental  health  is  carried  out 
by  the  psychiatric  social  workers  and  duly  authorised  officers  to  a 
limited  extent. 

Lunacy,  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890-1930 

In  1957  there  were  713  admissions  to  mental  hospitals  within 
the  county,  81  being  certified  under  the  Lunacy  Act,  631  being  admitted 
as  voluntary  patients  and  1  patient  being  admitted  as  a  temporary 
patient  under  the  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930.  Discharges  numbered 
630  whilst  93  deaths  occurred  at  the  hospitals. 

The  number  of  admissions  to  mental  hospitals  is  again  greater 
than  in  the  preceding  year  [672]  shov/ing  an  increase  in  the  nunber 
of  voluntary  patients  and  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  certified 
patients  admitted.  Increased  use  of  Section  20  of  Lunacy  Act,  I89O, 
was  made,  thereby  avoiding  certification  whenever  possible.  88,^ 
of  admissions  were  on  a  voluntary  basis. 
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Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-38 


Ascertainment  of  mental  defectives  continued  through  the 
usual  channels.  69  new  cases  were  reported  during  the  year,  all 
of  whom  were  subject  to  be  dealt  v/ith.  Of  this  number,  47  v/ere 
reported  under  the  provisions  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  and  22 
through  other  sources.  Of  the  newly  ascertained  cases  6  were 
admitted  to  hospitals  under  Order,  and  6'3  cases  were  placed  under 
statutory  supervision.  In  addition,  25  "old”  cases  were  admitted 
to  hospitals,  making  a  total  for  the  year  of  31  admissions  to 
hospitals.  At  the  end  of  the  year  515  ''.Worcestershire  patients 
were  patients  of  hospitals  throughout  the  country.  Patients  on 
the  v/aiting  list  for  admission  at  the  end  of  the  year  numbered  51  , 

1 6  of  these  being  regarded  as  in  urgent  need  of  admission, 

« 

11  patients  were  discharged  from  Orders  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts  and  6  deaths  took  place  during  the  year. 

The  informal  admission  of  patients  to  hospitals  for 
temporary  periods  continues  to  take  place  and  14  patients  were 
admitted  for  varying  periods  during  the  year, 

G-uardianship  and  Supervision 

The  number  of  patients  under  guardianship  at  the  end  of 
the  year  v/as  8.  3  of  the  cases  are  resident  outside  the  county 

and  are  supervised  by  other  authorities  as  agents  of  the  County 
Council,  One  out-county  case  is  resident  in  the  county.  All  resid- 
.  ont  cases  are  visited  by  both  medical  and  lay  staff  as  required  by 
statute  or  more  often  if  the  need  arises.  The  number  of  patients 
under  supervision  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  725,  of  whom  545  were 
under  statutory  supervision  and  180  under  voluntary  supervision. 

Cases  under  supervision  continue  to  be  reviewed  and  whenever  possible 
suitable  cases  are  removed  from  the  list,  10  such  cases  v^ere 
deleted  during  the  year.  5  patients  under  supervision  died  during 
the  3^6  ar. 

Training 


At  the  end  of  the  year  154  patients  were  being  given 
training  at  the  occupation  centres  established  at  Halesov/en, 
Stourport-on-Severn,  Bromsgrove,  and  at  the  voluntary  centre  run  by 
the  Malvern  Society  for  Mentally  Handicapped  Children, 


Through  the  hard  work  of  the  Voluntary  Vfelfare  Committee 
established  in  connection  with  the  Centre  at  Hales07/en  the  children 
were  again  provided  with  a  summer  holiday. 

Children  at  Stourport  and  Bromsgrove  Centres  were  given  daily 
outings  by  the  respective  Voluntary  Tfelfare  Committees, 

Attendances  at  the  three  centres  continue  to  increase, 
particularly  at  Halesowen, 

Harvest  Thanksgiving  and  Xmas  Parties  were  held  at  all  the 

centres. 

Due  to  the  expiration  of  the  lease  in  respect  of  the  premises 
at  Halesowen  other  premises  had  to  be  found  for  housing  the  centre. 
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The  Health  Conunittee  accordingly  purchased  suitable  premises  at 
Netherend,  Cradley,  and  the  existing  centre  at  Halesov/en  vdll  be 
transferred  to  the  new  premises  early  in  1958, 

Endeavours  are  still  continuing  to  find  suitable  premises 
in  or  around  lYorcester  for  the  establishment  of  a  centre  to  cater 
for  the  children  living  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county. 


Child  Guidance 


The  following  has  been  supplied  by  Dr.  J.  J.  Graham,  medical 
director  of  the  Child  Guidance  Service  in  Worcestershire:  " 

tt  The  changes  forecast  in  last  year's  report  are  now  imminent; 

at  the  time  of  vnriting  [February  1958]  the  Central  Clinic  at  No,  1 
Loves  Grove,  V/orcester ,  which  v/ill  serve  both  the  City  and  the 
Southern  part  of  the  County  and  which  v/ill  deal  with  the  administrat¬ 
ion  of  the  Y!hole  Child  Guidance  Service,  is  nearing  the  completion 
of  its  alterations.  A  second  psychologist,  Mrs.  Helen  Richardson, 
has  been  appointed  and  will  take  up  her  duties  on  the  1  st  May, 

It  is  hoped  that  tv/o  further  Psychiatric  Social  lYorkers  will  be 
obtainable  at  the  end  of  the  acadeiTic  year  when  newly  qualified 
people  are  seeking  posts,  A  clerical  assistant  and  shorthand 
typist,  both  full-time,  are  about  to  be  appointed. 

The  present  staff  look  forward  to  the  nev/  premises  and  to 
the  increase  in  their  nuirbers  with  great  satisfaction,  hoping  to  be 
able  to  cope  more  adequately  with  the  ever  increasing  volume  of  work. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Welfare  Services 


Report  by  Mr,  R,  A,  McDonald, ‘  County  Vfelf are  Officer 

Residential  Accommodation 


During  the  course  of  the  jea.r  there  has  been  an  increase  of 
17  in  the  number  of  beds  available  for  old  people  in  the  County 
Council' s  Homes  making  a  total  of  633. 

At  Laburnum  House,  Upton-upon-Severn,  extra  beds  on  the 
ground  floor  for  male  residents  were  provided  in  conjunction  with 
increased  day-room  facilities. 

Modernisation  of  the  kitchen  and  centre  wing  at  Heathlands, 
Per shore  was  completed  during  the  year,  resulting  in  additional  beds 
becoming  available  early  in  1958  together  with  two  new  dayrooms. 

Approval  v/'as  given  by  the  County  Council  to  the  purchase  of 
a  site  for  an  old  people' s  home  in  the  North  of  the  County. 

Applications  for  the  Provision  of  Residential  Accommodation 

Statements  are  attached  shewing; 

[1]  the  nuivibers  and  age  groups  of  persons  admitted  to  residential 

accommodation; 

[2]  the  numbers  and  age  groups  of  persons  NOT  admitted  and  the 

reasons  therefor; 
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[3]  the  numbers  of  applications  for  the  provision  of 

temporary  accommodation  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  dealt  v/ith  and,* 


[4]  an  analysis  for  each  County  District, 


These  statements  shev/,  in  relation  to  residential  accommod¬ 
ation,  a  slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  persons  admitted  and  a 
small  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  considered  but  not  admitted 
for  the  reasons  given,  A  study  of  •oopulation  statistics  showed 
that  in  Worcestershire  less  than  2  ^  of  persons  over  the  age  of 
70  years  are  accommodated  in  the  County  Council’s  Homes,  It 
certainly  appears  to  reflect  great  credit  upon  relatives  and  the 
friendly  ne i ghb our li ness  which  exists  in  the  County  and  tends  to 
suggest  that  much  of  the  adverse  criticisms  of  the  younger  relatives 
of  old  people  is  ill  founded* 


Reference  to  this  criticism  cannot  be  made  vdthout  mention 
also  being  m.ade  of  some  of  the  difficulties  vmth  which  younger 
relatives  have,  on  occasion,  to  contend.  Old  people  sometimes 
interfere  with  the  management  of  their  children’ s  households  and 
cause  dissension  betv/een  husband  and  wife.  It  must  also  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  members  of  the  so-called  younger  generation  are 
often  themselves  over  50  and,  having  only  recently  seen  children 
married,  then  find  themselves  having^,  to  malre  arrangements  for  the 
care  of  their  parents,  many  of  v;hom  find  it  difficult  to  adjust 
themselves  to  their  new  environment. 


That  so  many  old  people  do  not  find  it  necessary  to  seek 
admission  to  the  Council  Homes  is  also  in  no  small  measure  due  to 
the  statutory  and  voluntary  domiciliary  social  and  health  services, 
to  the  almshouse  system  and  to  the  latter’ s  modern  counterpart, 
the  local  authorities’  old  people’ s  housing  schemes  of  which  there 
are  now  over  1 ,000  housing  units  provided  by  the  housing  authorities 
in  IVorcestershire. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  County  with  the 
provision  by  housing  authorities  of  grouped  dwellings  schemes  where 
the  old  people  are  assisted  when  necessary  by  a  Warden.  The 
County  Council  makes  a  contribution  towards  the  cost  of  these 
schemes. 


V/hilst  no  reduction  in  the  number  of  applications  for 
residential  accommodation  can  be  anticipated,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  increasing  use  of  the  domiciliary  semmces  -wdll  prevent 
the  rate  of  applications  from  rising  as  rapidly  as  might  otherwise 
have  been  expected.  Indeed  much  of  the  time  of  the  District 
lYelfare  Officers  is  now  spent  on  endeavouring  to  see  that,  where 
possible,  the  needs  of  the  old  people  are  met  vdthout  recourse  to 
admission  to  residential  accommodation. 

Entertainment  of  Residents 


Those  residents  in  the  Council’ s  homes  who  were  able  and 
willing  to  do  so,  took  advantage  of  the  usual  arrangements  for 
outings  in  the  summer  to  the  seaside  and  other  resorts. 

A  successful  feature  at  one  home  continues  to  be  the  week’ s 
annual  holiday  for  which  a  nuniber  of  the  residents  save  their  money. 
In  1957  they  again  visited  ’leston-super-Mare. 
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Film  shov/s  and  other  entertainments  were  provided  throughout 
the  year  and  thanks  are  due  to  a  number  of  individuals  and  voluntary 
organisations  for  their  services  which  are  very  much  appreciated  by 
the  old  people. 

Registration  and  Inspection  of  Disabled  a.nd  Old  People*  s  Homes 

There  are  now  17  homes  registered  under  Section  37  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  194-8,  five  new  homes  having  been  registered 
in  1937. 


Accommodation  in  registered  homes  in  the  County  is  provided 
for  172  persons. 

Routine  visits  of  inspection  are  made  to  these  homes  and  I 
have  pleasure  in  reporting  upon  the  high  s  tandard  of  co-operation 
between  the  proprietors  and  the  Y/elfare  Division.  My  staff  have 
occasionally  been  able  to  assist  with  the  solution  of  problems 
arising  when  a  resident  in  a  private  home  has  created  difficulties 
and  has  been  faced  with  the  possibility  of  becoming  homeless. 

Admission  of  Chronic  Sick  Patients  to  Hospital 

The  Welfare  Division  continued  to  provide  reports  on  the 
home  conditions  of  persons  awaiting  admission  to  the  chronic  sick 
wards  of  Hospitals  and  238  such  reports  were  made  during  the  year 
compared  with  283  in  1936. 

Old  People’s  Clubs 


These  clubs  continue  to  play  a  very  important  part  in  the 
Welfare  of  Old  Decple.  During  'the  year  two  new  clubs  were  formed, 
one  at  Malvern  and  another  at  Redditch. 

The  Redditch  venture  is  an  all-day  club  administered  by  the 
Women*  s  Voluntary  Services  in  premises  let  at  a  noiTii.nal  rent  by  the 
Redditch  Urban  District  Council.  The  County  Council  has  made  a 
grant  towards  the  running  expenses. 

There  are  new  two  all-day  clubs  for  old  people  in  the  County, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  voluntary  associations  v/ill  be  able  to  provide 
more  clubs  of  this  t3pe  in  the  County  in  the  near  future. 

Special  Houses  for  Old  People  -  Vfarden*  s  Service 

I  have  previously  reported  upon  the  development  of  schemes 
by  district  Councils  [  and  in  one  case  by  an  almshouse  trust!  whereby, 
with  financial  assistance  fromi  the  County  Council,  groups  of 
dwellings  occupied  by  old  people  are  connected  by  bell  to  accommod¬ 
ation  occupied  by  a  V/arden  who  is  responsible  for  the  well  being  of 
the  old  people. 

Further  progress  with  these  schemes  has  been  made  and  there 
were  213  dwellings  in  these  schemes  at  the  end  of  1937,  an  increase 
of  88  during  that  year. 

Schemes  administered  by  the  follov/ing  bodies  are  nov/  in 
operation;  - 
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Borouprh  Councils 


Bev/dley 

Kidderminster 

Oldbury 

Stourbridge 

Urban  District  Councils 


Malvern 

St  ourpor  t- on-Seve  rn 
Voluntary  Organisation 
Kyre  Hospital  Charity,  Tenhury. 
Meals  on  Y/lieels 


A  difficulty  encountered  in  the  daily  lives  of  many  old 
people  arises  from  their  inability  to  provide  themselves  with 
adequate  mid-day  meals,  and  any  extension  of  the  meals  on  wheels 
service  is  to  be  welcomed. 

The  two  existing  schemes  in  ITorcestershire  at  Stourbridge 
and  Redditch  are  administered  by  the  Y/omen' s  Voluntary  Services 
who  receive  grant  aid  from  the  County  Council.  Tov/ards  the  end  of 
1957,  plans  were  well  advanced  for  the  commencement  of  a  meals  on 
wheels  service  in  Kidderminster,  also  to  be  run  by  the  Y/omen’ s 
Voluntary  Services, 

Y/elfare  of  the  Blind 


At  the  31st  December,  1957>  there  were  725  blind  persons 
on  the  County  Register  as  con^ared  with  724  at  the  end  of  195^* 

The  total  of  725  was  made  up  of  328  males  and  397  females.  The 
number  over  40  years  of  age  was  64I  and  the  number  under  1 6  years 
of  age  was  26  including  3  under  5  years  of  age.  Ift  is  interesting 
to  note  that  of  the  total  number  of  registered  blind  persons 

are  over  the  age  of  70  years. 

There  were  67  persons  employed  in  various  occupations  and  of 
these  18  were  in  sheltered  workshops  for  the  blind  and  18  in  the 
homeworkers  scheme.  The  remaining  31  were  employed  in  open  industry. 

The  number  of  new  registrations  during  the  year  was  86;  the 
names  of  102  persons  were  deleted  from  the  register  because  of  deaths 
[84];  transfers  to  other  area  [15]  and  de-registered  where  sight 
in^roved  [3].  17  registered  blind  persons  moved  to  this  County. 

Y/ith  regard  to  partially  sighted  persons,  there  were  82 
persons  registered  under  this  category  at  the  31st  December,  1957, 
comprising  42  men  and  40  women,  as  compared  with  a  total  of  69 
persons  at  the  31st  December,  1956. 

The  lYorcestershire  Association  for  the  Blind,  together  with 
its  branch  committees  and  the  Stourbridge  Institution  for  the  Blind, 
have  continued  with  their  very  fine  work  and  tribute  is  again  due 
to  the  voluntary  workers  connected  with  these  organisations. 


PAGE  63. 


Repristration  of  Blind  Persons 


Incidence  of  Blindness 


During  1937,  the  nurrher  of  Forms  B.  D.  8  con^leted  in  respect  of 
persons,  other  than  school  children,  v/as  102,  Of  these  86  were  certified 
blind,  7  partially  sighted,  and  9  not  eligible  for  inclusion  on  either 
Register,  In  26  cases  domiciliary  visits  were  made  by  the  consui^tant 
ophthalmologists  and  4  re-examinations  were  carried  out. 


Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially-Sighted  Persons 


[  i]  Number  of  cases 
registered 
during  year  in 
respect  of 
which  para,  7 
[ c]  of  Forms 
B.  D,  8 
recommends 

[ a]  No  treatment 

[b]  Surgioal 
Medical 
Optical 

[ ii]  Number  of  cases 
at  [i][b]  above 
which  on  follov/- 
up  action  have 
received 
treatment 


Cause  of  Disability 


Cataract 

:  Retrolental 
Claucoina  :  Fibroplasia 

Others 

Blind  P/S  1 

; 

Blind  ■  ;  Blind  i  P/S 

Blind 

p/s 

Cvl 

CO 

4  -  ;  -  :  - 

44 

• 

; 

2 

16  :  - 

, 

2 

; 

-  - 

4  ;  -  ,  -  ; 

8 

3 

-  - 

: 

- 

- 

4  ;  1 


In  view  of  their  age  and  general  condition  many  persons  either 
refused  or  were  considered  unsuitable  to  undergo  operative 
treatment  for  cataract. 


Deaf  and  other  Handicapped  Persons 

The  Y/oroestershire  and  Herefordshire  Association  for  YYork  amongst 
the  Deaf  continued  as  the  County  Council’ s  agents  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  139  deaf  and  844  hard  of  hearing  persons  in  the  register. 

Lip  reading  classes,  social  and  recreational  activities,  together 
7/ith  the  individual  case  vrork  undertaken  by  the  Reverend  and  J/Irs,  L,  Crellin 
form  the  basis  of  the  Association’s  v/ork. 


Trelawney,  the  home  at  Malvern  administered  by  the  Association, 
plays  a  vital  role  in  the  County  so  far  as  the  provision  of  residential 
accommodation  for  the  deaf  is  concerned. 


The  number  of  persons  registered  as  handicapped  [  apart  from  the 
blind,  partially  sighted,  deaf  and  hard  of  hearing]  as  at  31st  Deoerriber, 
1937,  was  388  consisting  of  206  males  and  182  females.  This  is  an 
increase  of  44  [  23  males  and  19  females]  over  the  number  registered  at 
the  end  of  1936, 

Assistanoe  and  advioe  is  given  to  these  handicapped  persons  as  and 
7/hen  the  need  arises.  In  addition,  such  voluntary  organisations  as  the 
Infantile  Paralysis  Fellowship,  Spastic  Associations,  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society  and  the  '.Yemen’s  Voluntary  Services  undertake  a  great  deal  of 
v/ork  in  the  interests  of  these  handicapped  persons, 
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The  part-time  craft  instructress,  reference  to  whose  appointment 
was  made  in  my  last  report,  has  continued  to  give  a  nunl)er  of  handicapped 
persons  a  new  interest  in  life,  and  the  benefits  obtained  by  these  persons 
has  fully  justified  the  appointment.  The  British  Red  Cross  Society  is 
also  assisting  in  the  work,  13  sj^astics  regularly  attended  a  handicraft 
centre  run  by  the  Midland  Spastic  Association  at  Harborne,  BiriTiingham, 

In  an  effort  to  assist  with  the  sale  of  goods  made  by  handicapped 
persons,  and  at  the  same  time  to  give  publicity  to  what  is  being  done  by 
the  severely  handicapped,  a  shop)  Vvindow  at  the  Count 3^  V/elfare  Offices  was 
used  to  display  some  of  these  items  and  during  November  and  December  sales 
v/ere  made  to  the  value  of  £40. 

Social  Clubs  have  a  very  important  contribution  to  make  to  the 
rehabilitation  of  handicapped  persons  and  I  am  therefore  pleased  to  report 
the  opening  during  the  year  of  a  further  club.  There  are  now  three  Clubs 
run  by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  three  by  Women' s  Voluntary 
Services,  With  the  co-operation  of  the  Corporations  of  Birmingham  and 
Worcester  some  handicapped  persons  living  close  to  the  borders  of  these 
Authorities  were  accepted  as  members  of  clubs  run  by  organisations  in 
Worcester  and  Birmingham, 

The  opportunity  of  a  holiday  is  something  which  many  handicapped 
persons  have  for  long  missed.  The  Y/omen' s  Services  have  for  the  past 
few  3^ears  organised  a  holiday  for  such  persons  at  Woodlarks,  Parnham, 
Surrey,  and  in  1957  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  also  took  a  party  there. 
In  addition,  a  nunber  of  handicapped  persons  enjoj'-ed  a  holiday  at  the 
Society' s  holiday  camp  in  Yorkshire, 

It  is  sometimes  the  case  that  a  handicapx->ed  person  in  in  need  of 
care  and  attention  not  available  to  hin/her  at  home  and  arrangemeiits  are 
then  made  for  admission  to  homes  v/here  the  needs  arising  from  their 
particular  handicap  are  adequately  met. 

At  the  end  of  1957,  there  were  15  handicapped  persons  [other  than 
blind]  accommodated  in  voluntary  homes  by  arrangement  with  th^-  County 
Council. 

For  those  who  are  able  to  remaii'i^ their  crmi  homes  the  County 
Council' s  Officers  are  able  to  assist  v/ith  advice  regarding  the  provision 
of  various  gadgets  and  how  to  obtain  wheelchairs  or  mechanically  propelled 
vehicles  through  the  Ivlinistry  of  Health, 

Hungarian  Refugees 

I  referred  in  my  last  report  to  the  opening  at  very  short  notice  of 
an  ex-R,  A, -P,  Ca,irp  at  Gomberton  Hostel,  Fershore,  as  a  hostel  for  refugees. 
In  all,  522  refugees  were  received  into  the  hostel  from  the  time  it  v/as 
opened  until  it  v/as  closed  at  the  end  of  June,  1957»  Most  of  the 
refugees  passing  through  the  camp  went  as  emigrants  to  Canada,  and  some 
were  absorbed  in  industry  and  commerce  in  various  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Civil  Defence  -  Yfelfare  Section 

Personnel 

At  the  end  of  1956  there  were  1,018  enrolled  and  307  auxiliary 
members,  a  total  of  1,325.  The  figures  at  the  end  of  1957  were  1,070 
enrolled  and  283  auxiliary  members  making  a  total  of  1  ,353,  an  overall 
increase  of  28, 
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Recruitinp;  CanTpaip;n 


The  recruiting  activities  carried  out  during  the  year  were 
intensified  during  the  Civil  Defence  Week  and  demonstrations  of  rest 
centre  work  and  emergency  feeding  were  given* 

Exercises 


Pull  scale  exercises  Vt/ere  held  in  Bromsgrove  and  Rubery  and 
v/elfare  teams  set  up  rest  centre  and  emergency  feeding  centres  to  cater 
for  volunteers  participating  in  the  exercises, 

A  series  of  weekly  exercises  was  also  staged  at  the  Old  Brine 
Baths,  Droitv/ich,  and  Yvelfare  teams  from  various  parts  of  the  County 
took  part. 

Jubilee  Jamboree  -  Boy  Scouts*  Association 

At  the  request  of  the  Boy  Scouts’  Association,  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  undertook  to  feed  the  advance  party  of 
scouts  assembling  in  Sutton  Park  on  the  27th  July  for  the  World  Scout 
Jubilee  Jamboree,  Local  Authorities  in  the  liidland  Region  v/ere  asked 
by  the  Ministry  to  treat  this  as  an  emergency  feeding  exercise  and  a 
member  of  my  staff  and  a  team  of  10  volunteers  assisted  in  this  task. 


There  was  a  repeat  exercise  on  the  27th  August  when  the  can^ 
closed  down  and  some  volunteers  from  Worcestershire  assisted, 

Traininp/Volunteers 


During  the  year  10  classes  in  Evacuation  and  Care  of  the  Homeless, 
4  classes  in  Emergency  Feeding  and  1  class  in  First  Aid  and  Home  Nursing 
were  coii5)leted. 


A  refresher  course  in  emergency  feeding  was  given  to  the  Oldbury 
Industrial  Civil  Defence  Unit  and  the  Industrial  Civil  Defence  Unit  from 
the  R. A.P,  Maintenance  Unit,  Hartlebury,  attended  the  Civil  Defence  Head¬ 
quarters,  Merton  House,  for  welfare  training  in  rest  centre  work  and 
emergency  feeding. 

Earmarking  of  Premises 

The  survey  of  accommodation  available  in  schools  which  have  been 
earmarked  for  emergency  use  has  continued. 

Yfomen*  s  Voluntary  Services  for  Civil  Defence 

Thanks  are  again  due  to  the  Women' s  Voluntary  Services  for  the 
valuable  help  rendered  in  the  carrying  out  of  Civil  Defence  Y/elfare 
Training, 


I  would  like  to  pay  tribuce  to  Mr,  H,  Parkes,  Chairman  of  the 
Health  Committee,  Mr,  J,  G,  Parker,  Chairiiian  and  the  menibers  of  the 
l^slfare  Sub— Committee  and  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Visiting 
Committees  of  the  Council's  homes  for  old  people  for  the  interest  they 
have  shewn  and  to  thanlc  them  for  the  help  they  have  given  in  the 
development  and  administration  of  the  Vfelfare  Services, 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  head  office  and  district  staff, 
home  teachers  of  the  blind  and  v/ardens,  matrons  .and  other  staff  for^heir 
loyalty  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year  under  review. 
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from  one  home  to  another  In  order  to  be  nearer  friends  or  relatives  or  to  provide  accommodation  more  suited  to  their  needs 
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PERSONS  NOT  ADMITTED  TO  RESIDENTIAL  ACCOMMODATION 
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(B)  APPLICATIONS  FDR  THE  PROVISION  OF  lENPORARY  ACCOMMODATION  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENCED  31st  EECEMBER  1957 
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NOT  ADMITTED  ;No.of  Family  Units 


[a]  Aged  and/or  infirm  persons  [b]  Homeless  Families 
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MILK  ATD  DAIRIES  /iDiUNISTRi.TION 


The  whole  of  Y/orces  ter  shire  is  v/hat  is  known  as  a  "Specified  Area" 
in  which  all  milk  sold  by  retail  must  be  "specially  designated"  milk 
[that  is  "  Pasteurised"  "Sterilised"  or  "Tuberculin  Tested  Milk"], 

There  are  other  descriptions  used  e,  g.  Channel  Islands,  T.  T.  Pasteurised, 
but  they  must  all  conform  to  one  or  other  of  the  three  basic  designations. 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  issued  one  certificate  of  dispensation 
authorising  the  sale  of  undesignated  milk  by  retail. 

The  v/ork  of  enforcement  is  carried  on  continuously.  Prom  time 
to  time  oases  are  brought  to  light  of  milk  producers  v/ho  are  continuing 
to  sell  undesignated  milk  by  retail.  In  practice  it  is  often  very  difficult 
to  find  these  cases  and  I  think  the  only  thing  will  be  for  the  Committee  to 
prosecute. 


Bovine  Tuberculosis 


Mr.  Walter  Scott,  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood,  reports  that  his  Ministry  are  well 
pleased  v/ith  the  progress  which  is  being  made  in  the  irradication  of 
tuberculosis  in  the  herds  of  Y/orcestershire,  Stage  II,  namely,  the 
intention  to  declare  an  eradication  area,  is  in  sight.  This  means  that 
the  owners  of  herds  not  having  had  their  herds  tested  voluntarily  and  free 
of  cost  under  Stage  I  will  have  their  cattle  tested  conpulsorily. 
Compensation  will  be  paid  but  they  will  not  qualify  for  any  subsequent 
bonus. 


The  latest  figures  in  the  County  are  that  there  are  1 ,304  attested 
herds,  containing  39,000  cattle.  According  to  Ministry  returns  there  are 
some  104,000  cattle  in  the  County  so  that  some  7^  are  nov/  attested. 

It  is  scarcely  20  years  ago  v/hen  the  incidence  of  bovine  tuberculosis 
in  dairy  cattle  was  generally  accepted  as  about  4C^.  There  is  every  reason 
to  hope  that,  if  the  same  progress  can  be  maintained,  in  three  years  time 
bovine  tuberculosis  will,  for  all  practical  purposes,  be  a  thing  of  the  past 
and  as  I  said  last  year  when  the  scheme  was  first  announced,  it  might  v^rell  b© 
that  our  main  anxiety  in  the  future  ■will  be  protecting  the  cow  from  human 
sources  of  infection  rather  than  protecting  the  human  from  the  rapidly 
disappearing  sources  of  infection  from  the  cov/  and  her  milk. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  1,310  registered  dairy  farms  in  the 
County^  Of  these  718  or  approximately  33.  held  Tuberculin  Tested  licences. 
The  percentage  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  is  somewhat  higher  [QC^'q]  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  tuberculin  tested  herds  are  usually  much  larger  than  the 
undesignated  herds. 


Brucellosis 

■^‘>11  sanples  of  milk  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Y^orcester,  for  biological  examination  for  infection  V7ith  tuberculosis  are 
also  subjected  to  the  test  for  infection  "with  the  organism  of  brucella 
abortus. 

Just  over  ^  of ^ the ^ samples  are  reported  as  showing  evidence  of  infection. 
All  cases  where  the  milk  is  known  to  be  consumed  without  subsequent  heat 
treatment  are  closely  investigated,  and  appropriate  action  taken. 

The  Milk  [  Special  Designation]  [Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 

Milk]  Regulations  1 949  ^  1934  ~  ' 

.tit  the  end  of  1937  there  were  fourteen  pasteurisers  licences  and  one 
steriliser  s  licence  in  force.  Two  of  the  pasteurising  licences  and  the 
remaining  steriliser' s  licence  were  not  renev/ed  for  the  forthcoming  year. 
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In  one  case  the  business  was  sold,  the  new  ov/ners  processing  the 
pasteurised  and  sterilised  milk  elsev/here,  merely  using  the  Dairy  as  a 
Depot,  Y/hilst  in  the  other  case,  a  large  collecting  creamery,  the 
Regulations  could  not  be  compiled  with  because  it  v;as  impossible  to 
conform  with  the  all  important  condition  that  the  pasteurised  milk 
shall  be  put  into  the  containers  in  which  it  is  to  be  delivered  to  the 
consumer  at  the  premises  at  which  it  is  pasteurised. 

At  eleven  of  the  licensed  dairies  the  method  adopted  for  pasteurising 
the  milk  is  by  the  holder  process  and  the  other  two  employ  the  high 
temperature  short  time  [H,  T, S.T. ]  process. 

The  holder  process  requires  that  the  milk  shall  be  retained  at  a 
temperature  of  not  less  than  1A5  P  and  not  more  than  150  P  for  at  least 
thirty  minutes  and  immediately  cooled  to  a  temperature  of  not  more  than 
50  P  whilst  the  H,  T,  S. T,  process  requires  that  the  milk  shall  be  retained 
at  a  temperature  of  not  less  than  1  61  P  for  at  least  fifteen  seconds  and 
similarly  cooled. 

Systematic  visits  are  paid  to  all  dairies  and  the  indicating  and 
recording  thermometers  checked  against  a  specially  tested  and  certified 
thermometer,  and  the  operating  records  examined.  All  sample  failures 
are  specially  investigated.  Experience  shov/s  tha.t  both  systems  of 
pasteurising  wall  give  satisfactory  results,  but  the  H,  T.  S, T,  system  is 
more  suited  to  dairies  handling  larger  quantities  of  milk. 

The  Committee  authorised  that  legal  proceedings  should  be  taken 
against  a  firm  of  dairymen  for  breaches  of  their  pasteuriser’ s  licence 
relating  to  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  having  failed  to  pass  the 
phosphatase  test.  The  Magistrates  found  in  favour  of  the  Defendants 
on  a  point  of  law  and  dismissed  the  case.  As  this  decision  was  of  such 
considerable  importance  to  all  authorities  in  a  similar  position,  rendered 
all  the  more  vital  since  it  concerned  the  failure  of  milk  samples  to  pass 
the  phosphatase  test,  the  County  Council  instructed  that  there  should  be 
an  a-ppeal  to  the  High  Court  after  taking  Counsel’ s  opinion.  The  High 
Court  appeal  was  successful  and  the  case  v/as  ordered  to  be  remitted  to 
the  Magistrates  Court  vath  instructions  to  convict. 

The  following  table  showsthe  number  of  pasteurised  milk  sanples 
collected  by  the  County  Council  during  1957*  I't  also  shows  the  results 
of  sanples  in  respect  of  processing  plants  licensed  by  other  food  and 
drugs  authorities,  but  supplying  milk  to  Worcestershire  schools  and 
institutions. 


Place  of 
Collection 

No,  Taken 

Phosphatase  Test  f 
PASS  PAIL  ^ 

Methylene  Blue 
PASS 

Test 

PiLEL 

SCHOOLS 

A 

19 

19 

19 

B 

160 

160 

- 

160 

C 

179 

179 

- 

179 

— 

CHILDREH'S  ; 

A 

8 

8 

— 

8 

;  HOMES 

B 

14 

14 

14 

- 

C 

22 

22 

- 

22 

- 

HOSPIT/XS 

A 

12 

12 

- 

12 

- 

B 

29 

29 

- 

29 

- 

C 

41 

41 

- 

41 

- 

Di'lIRIES 

A 

T2 

309 

306 

3 

309 

- 

c 

309 

306 

3 

309 

- 

TOTALS 

A 

348 

345 

3 

348 

- 

B 

203 

203 

- 

203 

- 

C 

551 

548 

3  : 

551 

- 
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A,  Milk  processed  at  plants  licensed  by  7/'crcestershire  Countj’’ 

Council,  and  delivered  direct  to  the  consumer  by  the  licence 
holders. 

B,  Milk  processed  at  plants  licensed  by  the  V/orcestershire  County 

Council,  but  delivered  to  consumer  by  distributors  [also 
includes  milk  produced  at  plants  licensed  by  other 
Authorities], 

C,  Total, 

The  above  table  shov/s  that  three  samples  failed  the  statutory 
test  out  of  a  total  of  548,  or  0,  v;hich  is  extremely  satisfactory. 

Milk  in  Schools  Schem.e 


The  follo\d.ng  table  shay/s  the  grade  of  milk  supplied  to  schools 
under  the  scheme. 

Grade  No,  of  schools  Supplied 

Pasteurised  348 

Tuberculin  Tested  15 

Undesignated  Nil 

A  Census  taken  in  October  1957  showed  that  47 >597  children  out  of 
59>514  present  were  taking  milk,  a  percentage  of  79.8 

In  addition  62  non-maintained  schools  [  included  in  scheme  as  from 
1st  September  1956]  with  6,103  out  of  6,519  [93.^]  participating. 

36  sarrples  of  rav/  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  were  collected  at  schools, 
•^^11  v/ere  satisfactory  for  keeping  quality  [i,.e,  cleanliness],  25 
samples  v/ere  submitted  for  biological  test  and  all  were  negative  for 
tuberculosis. 

Sterilised  Milk 


There  are  now  no  milk  sterilising  plants  in  the  County,  There 
¥/ere  tvra  plants  but  both  have  ceased  operating,  19  sairples  were 
collected  during  the  year,  all  of  which  passed  the  statutory  test. 

Biological  Sampling 

The  County  Council  are  charged  with  the  duty  of  enforcing  the 
provision  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1955  relating  to  the  prohibition 
of  the  sale  of  milk  infected  with  bovine  tuberculosis,  and  milk  from 
cov/s  suffering  from  certain  other  diseases. 

The  follovdng  table  shows  the  number  of  biological  samples 
collected  by  the  County  Council  during  the  last  five  years. 


Biological  Sarrupling 


Year 

No,  of  samples 

No,  Negative 

No,  Positive 

Test 

collected 

Uncompleted 

1953 

559 

551 

8 

I .  . 

1954 

1  565 

551 

12 

** 

1955 

i  482 

474 

8 

1956 

i  522 

518 

4 

1957 

I  484 

472 

4 

8 
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Cleanliness  of  Milk  Bottles 


It  has  been  thought  desirable  to  continue  the  random 
examination  of  washed  bottles  from  dairies  notwithstanding  the 
absence  of  a  legal  standard  of  v/hat  constitutes  a  clean  bottle. 

Cleanliness  of  milk  bottles  used  for  Pasteurised 

Miilk 


The  following  table  summarises  the  results  of  sanple  bottles 
collected  during  the  year  ended  31st  December  ‘1957. 


No,  of  colonies  developing 

on  Agar  at  37  C  in  tv^o  days  Bacillus 


Total 

Sterile 

Less  than 
100 

100- 

600 

600- 

2000 

Over 

2000 

Coli 

present 

261 

74 

103 

34 

14 

36 

12 

The  follo?/ing  is  the  standard  adopted  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  for  judging  the  cleanliness  of  washed  bottles; - 

Not  more  than  600  colonies 

per  pint  bottle  Satisfactory 

Over  600  and  less  than  2000  Fairly  Satisfactory 

Over  2000  Unsatisfactory, 

Y/ater  and  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Schemes 

The  severe  restriction  of  capital  expenditure  on  schemes  for 
water  supplies,  sewerage  and  sev/age  disposal  continue;  nevertheless, 
during  the  year  the.  follov/ing  schemes,  amounting  to  £404>073,  v/ere 
submitted  from  local  authorities  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and 
Sewerage  Acts,  and  were  carefully  considered  by  the  Public  Health 
Sub -C  omini  1 1  e  e. 

Under  these  Acts  annual  contributions  are  made  to  a  local 
authority  for  [a]  providing  a  supply,  or  improving  an  existing  supply, 
of  water  to  a  rural  locality,  and  [bj  making  provision  for  the 
sewerage  or  the  disposal  of  the  sev/age,  of  a  rural  locality.  There 
is  a  provision  in  the  Acts  v/hich  says  that  a  grant  for  sewerage  shall 
only  be  paid  if  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  is 
satisfied  that  the  need  for  se-werage  is  because  of  the  District 
Council  having  provided,  or  increased  the  supply  of  piped  water. 

The  Minister  has  notified  his  intention  of  not  making  grants 
towards  the  cost  of  several  sev/erage  and  sewage  disposal  schemes  on 
the  grounds  that  the  schemes  did  not  satisfy  the  proviso  of  Section 
1[1]  of  the  Acts,  referred  to  above,  v^hilst  in  a  number  of  v/ater 
schemes  no  grant  has  been  made  in  view’  of  the  smallness  of  the 
burden  to  be  imposed  upon  the  rates. 

The  Y/ or cester shire  Branch  of  the  Rural  District  Council' s 
Association  felt  so  strongl^^  that  they  passed  the  follov/ing  resolution: - 

*v'1.  That  this  Branch  views  with  serious  concern  the  apparent 
change  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  regarding  elegibility  of  sev/erage  schemes  far 
grant  under  the  Rural  Y/ater  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Acts  1 944/55* 
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”2.  That  v/hilst  recognising  the  discretion  conferred  on  the 
Minister  in  the  matter,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Branch  the  narrow 
construction  no?/  being  placed  upon  the  proviso  to  section  1[1] 
of  the  1944  Act  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Act  and 
militates  against  its  declared  object,  viz.  ,  to  facilitate  the 
provision  of  sev/erage  and  sewage  disposal  in  rural  districts, 

”3.  That  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Rural  District  Council*' s 
Association  be  urged  to  make  strong  representations  to  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  this  subject  in  the 
hope  that  a  more  liberal  view  will  be  taken  than  has  hitherto 
been  displayed  concerning  elegibility  for  grants  tov/ards  schemes 


for  sewerage 

District 

:  and  sewage  disposal  in  rural  districts 

Nature  of  Scheme  Estimated 

II 

• 

Remarks 

Cost 

Droitwich 

District 

Rural 

y/ater  supply  scheme 
for  y/estwood  and 

Hampton  Lovett. 

£10,477 

Observations 
given  in  support. 
Grants  made  by 
Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and 
owners. 

11 

Amended  sewerage 
scheme  for 

Summerfield, 

£17,800 

Supported, 

Suggested  more 
frequent  revision 
of  terms  for 
sewage  treatment. 

II 

Extension  of  water 
mains  in  Hartlebury 

£3,711 

Supported, 

It 

II 

Water  supply  scheme 
for  Himbleton, 

£10,636 

Not  supported. 

n 

II 

y/ater  supply  scheme 
for  Hindlip. 

£3,300 

Scheme  supported. 

n 

II 

yfater  supply  scheme 
for  Martin  Hussingtree 
and  Salv/arpe, 

£12,879 

Scheme  supported. 

Evesham  Rural 
District 

Sewering  of  Bretforton 

Road,  Badsey. 

£10,280 

Further  information 
asked  for. 

II 

Sewerage  scheme  for 

Council  Houses,  Ashton 
under  Hill. 

£2,707 

Not  supported. 

II 

M 

Regional  Sewerage  scheme 
for  Badsey  and  districts. 

£180,360 

Scheme  supported 
in  principle. 

II 

II 

Sewerage  scheme  for 
Harvington, 

£18,730 

Doubts  as  to 
fitness  of  certain 
old  sewers. 

II 

II 

Three  extensions  to 

Northern  Parishes  Vfater 
scheme;  Badgers  Hill, 

Stone  Pits,  Inkberrov?, 

Church  Lench  extension. 

£5,894 

£1  ,300 
£935 
£200 

Supported. 

Supported. 

Supported. 

Supported, 
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District 

Evesham  Rural 
District 


Kidderminster 

Rural 

District 


Nature  of  Scheme 

Abbots  Lench  Y/ater  Madn 
Atch  Lench  Y/ater  1/iain 
Inkberoow,  Knighton 
Abbots  Morton 
Stockwood,  Inkberrow, 


Y/ater  main  extension 
Honeybrook, 
Kidderminster  foreign. 


Estimated 

cost 

£1 ,560 
£1  ,028 
£2,800 
£2,180 
£754 


Remarks 

Not  supported 
Grants  should  be 
forthcoming  from 
Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and/ or 
contributions  from 
ovmers  obtained. 


£1,176  Supported. 


tt 


Additional  v/ater  main 
at  Harvington, 

Y/ater  main  from 
Brockenoote  to 
Oak  eb  ole. 

Main  extensions 
Plough  Lane,  Rock, 


Pershore  Rural  Sewage  Scheme  for 
District  Bishaiipton 


£3,329  Supported, 


£3,800  Supp  or  t  ed. 


£1 ,098  Supported, 


£23,000  Supported, 


Y/ater  main  extension 
to  Strensham, 


£12,320  Supported, 


Tenbury  Rural 
District 


Upton  upon 
Severn  Rural 
District 


Sewage  Scheme  for 
Tenbury  proper. 

Water  scheme  for 
Highwood,  Eastham, 

T/ater  main  extension 
to  Birtsrnorton  and 
Castlemorton, 

Sev;er  extension 
Colletts  Green,  Pov/ick 


£4-2,000  Supported  in 
principle, 

£2,830  Supported. 


£19,790  Supported, 


£8,939  Supported, 


Local  Inquiries 

The  following  Inquiries  or  informal  investigations  into 
sewage  and  v/ater  schemes  were  held  during  the  year  by  Engineering 
Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government: 


District 

Details 

Estimated 
cost  of 
Scheme 

Date 

Remarks 

Mart ley 
Rural 
District 

Astley  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal 
scheme 

£26,380 

31.1.37 

Part 

approved. 

Pershore 

Rural 

District 

Little  Coraberton 
sewage  scheme 

£19,300 

17.3.37. 

- 
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Remarks 


District 

Details 

Estimated 

cost  of 

Scheme 

Date 

Pershore 

Rural 

District 

Lower  Moor, 
sewage  scheme 

£27,500 

17,  5.  57 

» 

Bishampton 
sewage  scheme 

£23,000 

1.10.  57 

Evesham 

Rural 

District 

Sewage  scheme 
for  Bretforton 

PMA  ,862 

15.  5.  57^ 

Droitwich 

Rural 

Southern  Parishes 
Y/ater  Scheme. 

£53,990 

25.  6.  57 

District 


Not  approved. 


Approved. 


Re-Grouping  of  Water  Undertalcing 

The  re-grouping  of  water  undertakings  in  the  County  would  appear 
to  be  slOT/ly  emerging.  The  long  period  occupied  in  discussion  is 
perfectly  understandable.  It  is  not  easy  to  give  up  an  undertaking 
v/hich  has  been  developed  from  scratch  and  v/hich  is  suppljdng  v^rater  at  a 
reasonable  cost;  nevertheless,  the  ever-growing  demand  for  v/ater  makes 
it  inpierative  that  the  problem  should  be  looked  at  from  a  much  v/ider 
field  than  hitherto.  Three  areas  would  appear  to  be  emerging  in  the 
County  as  follows 

[ 1 ]  North  Yfest  Worcestershire 


Five  authorities  -  Bewidley  Borough,  Stourport  Urban  District 
Council,  liartley  and  Tenbury  Rural  District  Councils,  and 
Stourbridge  YiTater  Board  -  seem  to  be  in  favour  of  forming  a  joint 
board,  whilst  Kidderminster  Rural  District  Council  seem  to  be 
opposed  to  the  idea,  and  Kidderirdnster  Borough  Council  have  not  yet 
decided  on  their  policy.  Some  of  the  seven  authorities  have 
retained  financial  advisers. 

[  2]  South  Worcestershire 


Malvern  Urban  District  Council,  Pershore  and  Upton  upon  Severn 
Rural  District  Councils,  would  appear  to  be  in  favour  of  sotting  up 
a  joint  water  board,  con^rising  these  authorities,  plus  Yforcester 
City. 

[  3]  East  Worcestershire 

Evesham  Borough,  Evesham  Rural  District  and  some  other  Councils 
not  in  Worcestershire  have  been  discussing  the  question  of  re¬ 
grouping,  vi/ith  the  East  Worcestershire  lYaterworks  Company, 

The  parts  of  the  County  served  by  the  South  Staf’f ordshire  Y/aterv/ork 
Company,  i,  e,  Halesovren,  Oldbury,  the  parish  of  Hunnington  and  part  of 
the  parish  of  Rornsley,  and  by  Birmingham!,  i,  e,  ,  the  three  parishes  in 
Bromsgrove  Rural  District,  namely, Cof ton  Hackett,  Frankley  and  Wythall, 
will  presumably  stay  as  they  are. 

Several  orders  v/ere  made  during  the  year  under  the  Y/ater  Act 
several  of  v/hich  were  of  special  interest,  viz.  , 
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The  South  Staffordshire  Hater  [liagley  Purrping  Station]  Order 


1956. 


The  order  empov/ered  the  Company  to  construct  a  puirping  station 
at  Hagley,  The  quantity  of  water  to  be  pumped  in  any  period  of 
tv;elve  months  shall  not  exceed  730  million  gallons  or  more  than  3 
million  gallons  on  any  day  and  not  miore  than  2^  million  gallons  on 
more  than  60  days  in  any  period  of  1  2  months.  Section  14[1]  of  the 
Water  Act  1945.  Conservation  of  Water. 

The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  issued  a  licence  to 
the  West  Midlands  Gas  Board  to  sink  a  bore  hole  to  a  depth  of  300'  at 
the  Gas  V/orks,  Pitts  Lane,  Kidderminster.  The  Gas  Board  were  required 
not  to  extract  from  the  bore  hole  more  than  240,000  gallons  of  v/ater  in 
any  one  day  of  24  hours. 

The  Committee  were  somewhat  concerned  about  the  granting  of  this 
licence  in  an  area  where  there  v/ere  already  numerous  boreholes,  and  t?ie 
matter  was  raised  with  the  Ministry, 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  County  Council  were  considering 
the  Birmingham  Corporation  Bill  of  1957.  Clause  56  of  this  Bill  seeks 
to  arniend  Section  62  of  the  Birmingham  Corporation  Water  Act  of  1892  which 
gave  local  authorities  vd.thin  fifteen  miles  of  the  Elan  Aqueduct  the  right 
to  take  supplies  of  water  at  concessional  rates.  As  there  seemed  a 
possibility  that  this  old-standing  statutory  right  nn.ght  be  affected, 
careful  study  was  given  to  the  position  which  was  still  under  consideration 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Bromsgrove  Rural  District  were  statutory  v/ater  undertaJcers  in  the 
Belbroughton  Parish  of  their  district.  During  the  year  Orders  were  made 
transferring  the  parish  to  the  Stourbridge  and  District  Water  Board  and 
part  to  the  East  Worcestershire  Waterworks  Company, 

The  Herefordshire  Y/ater  Board  Draft  Order 


This  order  sets  up  a  joint  Board  for  Herefordshire,  Porrae.l 
objection  was  made  to  the  Order  on  the  grounds  that  it  left  the  position  of 
Malvern  Urban  District  uncertain  in  relation  to  the  areas  of  Herefordshire 
comprised  v/ithin  the  statutory  lirnd-ts  of  supply  of  Malvern, 

HOUSING 


The  follov/ing  tv/o  tables  show  the  number  of  new  houses  built  by  the 
various  local  authorities  and  houses  built  by  private  builders,  in  each 
area  of  the  County  during  the  past  12  years,  actually  from  1st  April  1945 
to  the  end  of  1957,  Eor  comparison  I  have  shown  the  results  expressed 
per  1 ,000  of  population. 

The  second  Table  shows  the  progress  made  in  the  five  years  unfit 
housing  programme.  This  shov/s  that  practically  all  the  authorities 
are  behind  in  their  schedules  notv/it hstanding  that  emphasis  on  housing 
by  local  authorities  at  the  present  time  is  almost  entirely  on  the 
rehousing  or  families  from  unfit  houses. 
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These  are  percentages  of  houses  in  five  year  prcgramme;  not  total  of  unfit  houses 
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